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UN: UNHCR Asks That Bosnia Refugees Not Be 
Expelled 


AU0305151196 Paris AFP in English 
1438 GMT 3 May 9% 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Venna, May 3 (AFP) — The 
return of Bosnian refugees to their homes must 


opposed to expelling Bosnian refugees, as German 
authorities had said they would do as of July. 
"You cannot know in advance if as of July refugees who 


want to return to their homes will have nothing to fear.” 
Sunpic said 


She said a return was “excluded” for many people who 
lived before the war in Zvornik or Bijelina, Serb-held 
areas near the border with Serbia. 


But return to Tuzla, in Bosnian government territory, 
was safe. 


The Austrian Interior Ministry said from 100 to 150 
Bosnian refugees in Austria were returning cach week 
voluntanly to Bosma, and none had been expelied. 


Some 16,000 Bosnian refugees are sull in Austria. 


A toial of 84,000 refugees left Bosnia for Austria during 
the war. which lasted irom April 1992 to November 
1995 


The UNHCR said 700,000 refugees from the former 
Yugoslavia have been welcomed in westere European 
countries since fightung began in 1991, and that 440,000 
of these went to Germany. 


International Affairs: OECD's Paye Sees US. 
Economy As ‘Most Flexible’ 

AU0905074096 Vienna Ocesterreich Eins Radio 
Network in German 0500 GMT 9 May 96 


[Report by Ernst Weinisch including statements by 
OECD Secretary General Jean-Claude Paye in Vienna 
on 8 May — recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text) (Weinisch) It is mainly the new 


Secretary General Jean-Claude Paye hope. For the es- 
tablished OBCD counties it is an opportunity and a 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


challenge to get a fo. oid in these future markets. Yet. 
too little is being done in this respect, Paye criucizes, 
referring to the growing compeuuon from China and 
ladia. These countnes sul! produce cheaply and many 
big Companies want ti, make use of that. This results in 
people at home be-ag afraid of losing thew johs. This 
fear is aggravaicd by European governments’ efforts to 
control thew budgets by means of severe austerity mea- 
sures. 


[Paye] It is true that a growing number of people are 
afraid of losing their jobs. But many stl! lack the 
necessary awareness to adapt to the labor market. The 
United States has the most flexible economy among the 
OECD counties. It is an economy that has been abic 
to contain unemployment. because people have been 
flexible enough. 


([Weinisch] This has reselted in mullhons of new jobs 
being created over the past low years. A study proves 
that three-quarters of these jobs are very good jobs, Paye 
says. 


[Paye] These are stabic, full-time jobs, carming above- 
average incomes. But it is also true that badly trained 
or inflexible people will face a growing number of 
problems. 


[Weiaisch) As far as the economic situation is con- 
cerned, OECD Secretary General Paye is, however, op- 
uumistic. He says that the economy will clearly pick up 
toward the end of the year 


[Paye}] We do not have a very high growth rate at 
present, but there is some progress and we believe that 
the economy will experience an upward trend by 1997 
That does not mean a high growth rate, but next year 
will see 2 of 3 percent, which is not bad 


[Weinisch] Paye thinks that the single currency, the 
Euro, will be the key to success in economic devel- 
opment. 

{Paye} You have to know what you want. And if you 
want an EU with increasing integration that conunues 
to act at a high standard worldwide, you need a 
single currency for that union. The sooner the Euro is 
imroduced the better, provided that it 1s not a weak Euro 


[Weinisch) Paye goes on to say that although the 
austerity measures are hitting people severely, they 
ae necessary to maintain Europe's position im the 
world markets. After all, only a healthy economy can 


guarantee people 's pots 
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WEL: Foreign Minister Derycke Outlines Goals for 
WEU 

BROSOS151196 Groot-Bygaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 8 May GE p $ 


{Article by Axel Buyse: “Belgium Wants to Stcer 
Pragmatic Course with WEU'| 


(FBIS Translated Excer™) Burmungham — Alt the hegin- 
ning of July, Belgium takes over from Great Britain as 
president of the Western European Union [WEU) with 
“pragmatism” as its motto. This was the message from 
Belgian Foreign Minister Enik Derycke of the SP [Fiem- 
ish Sociahst Party} and his colleague Defense Minister 
Jean-Pol Poncelet of the PSC [Social Christian Party) 
who were in Birmingham, England on Tuesday |7 May! 
for the six-monthly munisterial conference of the Euro- 
pean Union's “defense pillar, the WEU. Rather than 
getting bogged down in a provisional insututional de- 
bate of “little purpose” on links between the WEU, 
NATO and the European Union, Belgium wants to work 
on the WEU's capacity for deployment and on two con- 
Cfete projects: Crisis management in Africa, and using 
the WEU for “humanitarian mine clearance operations. 


The debate on the WEU's future relations with the 
EU is deadlocked. This is a matter to be resolved by 
the Intergovernmental Conference in Tunn, which will 
probably last until next spring. But there ts certainly 
more than enough work to be done in the meantime 
The WEU was assigned a number of additional possible 
tasks at the 1992 munisterial conference in Petersberg, 
Germany. Since then, in addition to common defense 
against third countries, the WEU can also use its troops 
for humanitafian operations, peacckeeping. and peace 
enforcement. [passage omitted] 


Belgium wants to further improve the ability to rapidly 
deploy WEU troops. In addition, Foreign Minister Erik 
Derycke and Defense Minister Jean-Pol Poncelet want 
the WEU to take on two matters of parucular concern 
t© Belgium: The probiem of mine clearance and crisis 


management in Africa 


As regards the latter. the intention is not to send WEU 
peace- keeping troops to Burundi of other arcas of 
unrest, but rather for the WEU to transfer know-how 
to the OAU. As to “humanitarian mine clearance. 
Belgium has a very concrete proposal: The development 
of a cheap robot. affordable to developing countries, 
which is able to detect and defuse mines. The wea 
originally came from two professors at the Military 
School, Acheroy and Baudoiw 
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WEL: Article Looks at European Defense ‘Identity’ 
BRO70S 133896 Groot-Byeaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 7 May % pd 


[Artcle by Axc!l Buyse: European Counties Scatch 
Labornously for Ther Own “Defense Identay’ — Pu- 
ture of Western European Union Depends on Retorms 
of European Union and North Atlanuc Treaty Organi- 
zaon | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Brussels — The member states. 
associate Counties, and observer counties of the West. 
ern European Union (WEU) will look af the future of 
the organization in Birmingham (UK) today [7 May]. kt 
is an alliance which ts supposed to grow to be the EU's 
“military arm.” The discussion is taking place in paral- 
lel with the debate on the future of the FU — a loose 
umon of countnes of a federal construchion — and with 
difficult attempts to reform NATO and involve France 
closer in the Atlant alliance 


The organization, which was created in 1954 as a 
palliative for the failure of a genuine European Defense 
Community, for years led a phantom cxistence im the 
shadow of Big Brother NATO. That wes uot! the WEU 
was once again discovered im the late 1980's, and 
since Maastricht it has been dressed up as the future 
“military arm” of the EU. Brt ut could be a long time 
before this idea ts put into practice. Because the entire 
multi-vouced discussion on the future of the EU will 
naturally have an impact on the WEU as well 


There are roughly three positions in circulation on the 
future of the dciense organization. The most federally 
inclined EU member states would like to see the 
WEU. which already has its headquarters in Brussels 
preferably merge as quickly as posite with the EU 
This position recently received the support of the 
European Parliament's foreign affairs committee. Most 
EU member states are in favor of a gradual inclusion of 
the WEU within EU structures 


Rather waywardly London is calling for the marmite. 
nance of the present status quo, out of fear that the 
WEU would get in the way of Atlantic cooperation. In 
practice such a status quo comes down to the WEL not 
heimg aMe to carry out much more tuan symbol op- 
crations — like patrolling off the coast of the former 
Yugoslavia 


The British have the presidency of the WEU on the first 
half of this year. lt ts for that reason that the defense 
and foreign ministers of the union are meeting in 
Birmingham in the United Kingdom From July onwards 
Belgium will take over the presidency London ensured 
in the focent months that a security accord was 
made between the WEL and NATO). NATO) Secretary 
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General Javier Solana and WEU Secretary General Jose 
Cuuleiwro signed the document yesterday. On the Dass 
of the agreement the two organizations will be adic to 
exchange information in the meanume 


Caught 


The WEU ts caught between the EU and the Atlant 
alliance. For a clarification of its relations with the EU 
i is 4 Guesion of waiting for the micrgoveramental 
conference — the debate which will probally drag 
on for months on the modification of the Maastricht 
Treaty. As for NATO, it ts 4 question of wating for 
the reforms which the alliance ts carrying out. Reforms 
imended to make it possible for the European member 
Staics to possibly implement crisis Management on thew 
own continent without U.S. troops being involved And 
which also make the integration of France within the 
alliance somewhat casicr to digest for Pans. In a later 
stage the WEU could take on some of these tasks and 
call on NATO's logistical and other means in doung so 


Central in the whole discussion, both on thes reform of 
NATO and the future of the WEU. ts the European de- 
fense identity.” OF to put it somewhat more concretely, 
how far prepared are the present and future EU member 
states to link a joint defense policy to a pount forengn pol- 
icy’ France from its Gaullist tradition wants to go very 
far, and the Brittsh do noi. An additional practical prob 
lem is that on the one hand not all the member states of 
the EU are members of the WEU and NATO). and on 
the other hand not all European members of NATO are 
also members of the EU 


EL: Van Miert on Italy, Telecom Privatization 


BROVOS1 31596 Turin LA STAMPA om Nalan 
7 May W pli 


[Interview with Karel van Miert, EU commuesstomer tor 
competition, by Fatio Squillante in Brussels, date not 
given. Van Miert: Detis Must Be Cleared | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Brussels — The European Com. 
mission has patiently waited for the political situation 
in Italy to become clear, bul now the time has come to 
pomt out that Brussels cannot wait forever, that there 
ae Pressing Commitments to he honored, with regard 
to IRI [industrial Reconstruction lastitute|, telecom 

mumcations, and energy. Karel Van Mert. the tough 
commissioner mn charge of Competition pola y, has pre 
sented Europe's memo on the new government — praise 
for Prodi, further criticwms of ENEL [National Elec 

tre Power Comapany| and STET (Turin Telephone fy) 

hame Corporation) and an uncapected postive stroke 
for Berluscon 


INTER-ELROPEAN AFFAIRS 


{Squillanic] Three months ago, following the promises 
of deresincion given by Minister Gamtno, the Com- 
mission suspended the procedures against Italy over Eu- 
ropean motile telephones. What ts the present situation 
im this regard’ 


{Van Men The mumister presented a package of 
measures to compensate Omaitel for the strong charge 
paid for accession to the market (780 Pulhhon lire (L] — 
editor's note). These include a legislative muitiative: the 
opportunity for Ommnrtel to use alternative transmission 
actworks, which entails some delay, because will 
have to be dealt with by the new parhament. Bul the 
agroement cnvisages that the package of measures will 
he implemented im tull 


{Squillante] When’ 


{Van Miert] Now. And | want to pomt out that the 
Commussion will not close the dossser until all the 
contents of the package have been fully implemented 


[Squillante] In other words, must the new parhament 
puatanice Omnitc) access to alternative actworks as 
sk as possible , 


{Van Miert] Precisely 


[Squillante] STET ts carrying out a plan to supply 
optical cabing to 10 millon homes — that 1s, to Italy's 
cntire urban population. You capressed some anucty 
De you thik that there i» an abuse of a dominant 
position ’ 


{Van Mert) Yes. ot ts a teal danger. We cannot 
allow the owners of tclecommunic ations infrastructures, 
proceeding trom al already domimant position, to further 
strengthen it by taking over the market. We have 
scm a ictier requesting information, and clearly the 
Commission cannot permit any action that entails the 
sirengihening of a dominant position 


[Squillante] But specifically, can the Commussion Mock 
STET s cabling plans’ 


[Van Mert) First, there must he separate accounting 
hetween the two activities, Lacause we cannot subsidize 
the Laying of caMes entailing profits to the monopoly in 
the vorwe telephone field. But we are examining matiers 
within a hroader contest, to sce whether 1 would he 
appropriate to go heyond this with more specific action 
Be ‘hat as tt may, anything entailing the abuse of a 
domunant position falls within the Commission's sohere 
of responamlity, : accordance with Article 86 of the 
Treaty, and the Commassion will act if appropriate 


[Sqguillante|] Mediaset and Britwh Telecom have an 
houmed an agreement to develop an alternative pctwork 
theater the European motile telephone market Is there 
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an incompatibility with Mediasct’s song presence i 
the television ficid” 


[Van Miert] I have no specific figures; we wiil have to 
wait to be noufied of the matter, but inasmuch as the 
imstiative entails at least some competion in ths hcld 
i must be welcomed. 


[Squillante}] In November the Dini government pre- 
sented a plan to deregulate energy. which envisages thal 
ENEL wil! maintain a monopoly in clectricity transmis- 
sion. Do you agree with it” 


[Van Mier] The debate continues at the European 
level, though for the present we Cannot expect much 
ht must be said that in several Countries, including Maly. 
monopoly companies are trying to conclude cacheive 
very long-term contracts with consumers and even with 
producers. But what is the pot of having so-called 
independent producers if they are then hound hand and 
foot to the monopoly holder? This situation wornes us 
greatly, and we are dealing with i 


{Squillante} Let us ric+e onto what is called the 
“Andreatia-Van Miert agreement.” IRIs debts must be 
reduced by L20 trillion to La S trillion by the end of the 
year What docs the Commission expect’ 


[Van Miert] We are looking forward to knowing the 
new government's policy in this regard. The reduction 
of IRTs det is now proceeding as planned: In fact 
we are a long way away from the target. Bul ths ts 
connected with IRI's future: Will ut be sold, dismantled, 
or will its profit-making companies be sold, leaving IR! 
only with its loss-making companies’ The government 
should decide this matter as soon as possible, because 
the agreement runs out at the end of the year, and even 
though | do not rule out the possibility of an extension. it 
is nevertheless a very short time, in the presence of clear 
commutments on Italy's part concerning the measures to 
he adopted. Otherwise we will lapse into a situation of 
state ad. such as occurred with EFIM (Manufacturing 
Industry Holding and Finance Corporation) 


[Squillante) So would merely the sale of profit. making 
companies not he acceptatic to the Commission’ 


[Van Miert] This is not our concern. The important thing 
for us ts the climunation of the guaranice cxicnded to 
all companies by civil law. For that maticr, Rrmano 
Prodi has an ideal knowledge of the matter, having 
heen chairman of IRI twice. | have always worked very 
productively with him. and | hope that the IRI file can 
he closed. too. once his government has been installed 
and the country * priorities have been dealt with 
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[Squillante] The Bosman case has Caused a Conizeversy 
in the sporung ficld. Do you think 1 would be possibic 
to include an cacepuion clause im the Treaty’ 


[Van Menj Excuse me, but ps! emagine if | were to say 
thal no more than three foreign singers can perform at 
an opera house at any one ume. You would tell me that 
| am crazy. And the ltahaa peopic in parucular would 
say 80. Note that | am talkang about what i certainly 
a specific field — opera. So why should spon he any 
differem” 


EL: Spain's Matutes Confirms Pro-Furopean 
Stance 


BROSOS 132096 Madnd ABC im Spanish 8 May % 
p 34 


[Report by Alberto Soullo’ Matutes Begins Work 
in Brusscls To Emphasize New Government's Pri 
European Stance} 


|FBIS Transiated Text] Brussels — Foreign Minister 
Abcl Matutes stressed the priorty which the new 
goveramem is giving to European integration during 
a trp to Brussels yesterday immediately after taking 
othce. Matutes will henceforth try to facilitate the 
candidacy of Jose Maria Gil-Robies for the post of 
president of the European Parhament, a candsdacy 
which already enjoys the suppor of major Nord and 
central European quarters 


Matutes took advantage of the tnp to explain that the 
only reason for “stopping the clack” when the tome 
arrives to Chose the countries that will be pat of the 
hard core of monctary union would he to ensure that no 
country — such as Spam — os left out merely because 
it is a few weeks of months hehind. The am would 
not he to indefiniicly postpone accession for years, he 
explained, hut for a short period of time to guarantee 
that those counties which move on to the third phase of 
the single currency do so under conditions where they 
can remain static” and not “as part of a forced siimmung 
cure 


Matutes ts a shrewd veteran im this town, where be 
can Doast of Knowing practically everyone He hastened 
to travel there to renew contacts with bu former 
colleagues, Communion President Jacques Santer and 
Commiusoners Marcelino Oreja and Manuel Marin 
Ramon de Migue! was still working at the Commison 
yesterday. He ws the Commimsmon's director-general 
responsibic for energy and a favorite for the post of 
secretary of state for the EU He also weited the 
European Parhament. where, pro to haleg appounted 
minister, he was chairman of the Commuttee on Foreign 
Allauws 
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Matuics awamjten of pew fespon! 6 xcs will m- 
cvitatly change the posstoms of Spa's . waple's Paty 


deputies m the European Pahament. in the fret place 
ut well faceldate the candidacy of Jose Maria Gil Rot » 
for the post of pressdemt of the European Parham ot 
(ince Matutes & appornted munister there wall fe fo 
dou shout who the Spanish candidate will be. The 
only thung ict to do us formalize hin candidacy, which 
m emerging as the clearem tavoritc since of already cn 
joys support — garacred in the prelimwnary ec potiations 
from mayo Nordx and central European quaticts, as 
well as the support whach Chancellor Kohl gave during 
bes talk woth Jose Maria Avner post Netore the Madrid 
vamemnt. The preadency of the Spanwh People’s Party 
group. as well as the post left vacant by Atel Matutes as 
the Charman of the European Parliament's Commutice 
om Prcien A will have to he filled Py ome of the 
current Spanwh members of the European Parhamen 
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The acw goveTament + COMIC tk Eunqean imc 
graton was further bighlogitcd Py the vest. Come 
won fopresceiatives sad they were picascd aout the 
fact that the munwicr barcly watted 24 hours Neto 
traveling to Brussels after hoing appointed Motcover 
ahody dows any of the pro-European credentials of 
somoconc whe has Roce 4 Commmmsencr i the Comune 
ny s cuccutive hoady and leader of ihe Spanesh prow 
m the European Parhamen 


Furthermore, a talk Matutes held with NAT) Secretary 
General Javict Solana provided an opportuntty to a 
alyze the complcwies of Spain's future mchewen mm 
NATVA new military structure. Matutes has already ex 
pressed support for thes and is mm faver of the Spanmh 
Parhamem supporting the decmon withowt having ' 
hold a mew tctercadum 
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Austria: Schuewe! “Not Content’ Wath WEL 
Otwerver States 

AUORIS 12220 Vienna Dit PRESSE on German 
& May % ppi4 


[Report by Peter Krotky Austria's WEL Attiemm 
Fuled | 

([FBIS Tramiated Text) Berrmngham Ausina’s a- 
tempt to upgrade the oferver states af the Western 
European Union (WEL) which om held by Austria. 
Denmark, ircland. Swoden, and Finland — has taled 
The desired upgrading was not actecvod at yesterday's 
mecting of the WEU forcign and dctense munisicts in 
B-crungham. Although the ofserver status has improved 
somewhal, we are bot Content with Foreign Minis- 
ter Wolfgang Schucesc! told DIE PRESSE on the side- 
nes of the meeting. We are third<lass members. That 
cannot be satisfactory mm the long run 


Austria had wanted the WEL ofservers to he gramed 
the same status as the other EL’ members, @ ica 
with regard to the so-~<alled Petersherg tasks, which 
the WEU canes out at the mrtiative of the EU 
The Petersherg tasks Comprise humanitarian and rescue 


operahoms. peacckecping tasks. and Comal messin 
m Confection with crisis Management 


Al the moment. Austria Cah Of * take Patt if Mmeesoms 
if a ws asked te do w hy the WE. apart trom that, a 
ts cachuded trom the planning and preparation of such 
operations All the other members cxcept Germany 
have left ws on the lurch, Schucese! sand. Ia the foreign 
minister's View, there ts not much scope for expanding 
the oerver status any further, Schucesc! regards this 
as the cad of the development poss irtics 


What scems to fe fRehend that is the conviction by 
a majority of WEL members that the ofectver status 
showld not he mde tow attract +c to make the oferve 
Countries pon as full memhers Sy trocesc! thinks thut the 
message is if you Want More, pan 


Defense Minister Werner Fassiabend. who was also 
present at the Birmungham meeting. told DIE PRESSE 
They certainly do net want to grant a country the nghts 
commected with membership without its assuming the 
relevant tasks 


What could Austria's newt step on Baropean sccurity 
policy he’ Even though Schucsscl and Fasslahend can 
magimne full WEL memhorstup. that top was only 
aiirewsed imdirectiy i Birmungham to hes speech 
Sc hucese! quted the coalthon agreement that speaks 
of ciamamg the security poly options durnng the tre 
guatter of 1998 ime hading the question of Austria's 
full memherstup in the WEL as the agreement sates 
But the fact that memPerstup — at least according to the 
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proce situsion — umphes NATO) memtershep. will 
profatly rosutt on lively dicusssoms im Austra Faw 
ts important to achieve Cooperation Hetween the El 
and the WEU. the foreign mrastct sand. Austra » 
favor of the WEU bemg put under the EU's conte! 
tor the Petersherg tasks, Schucssc! sand Furthermore. ot 
is Concervaec that these tasks ave included m the EU 
agreement as memhcrsfup Lasks 


The foreign muneter sad that he os willing to mform 
the WEU ahout details of the socalled ready unets 
of the Austrian Army so that they can fe weed for its 
opetahons. One of these units s currently stationed im 
Bosnia withen the framework of the TROR [Implemen 
tahon Force] mission 


The IFOR qussson is scheduled to end at the end of the 
vee. S.bucescl: “1 would consider 1 4 sctoous mistake 
if the masson was pus broken off Detore the polmaal 
goals have boen reached and samlized 


Austria: Haider Considers EU Commixsion 
“Dispensable’ 

AULUGNS 149996 Vienne AURIER om German 
i) May Wy P 4 


linterview with PPO Charman Joerg Haider hy Mar 
garctha Kopeomg, place and date net given Abolish 
the EU Communes | 


[PBIS Translated Test} [Kopermg| What form will your 
campaign for the 14 Ootoher European clections take’ 


[Mander] We want to he honest medsators for Austria's 
imtcrests in Brussels. Everyone ms dreamag of Europe 

and they do aot give a damm about Austin The 
Freedom Party [of Austria — PRUOke] wants to strengthen 
codetermination m the EU's deciston-making prowess 
m order to overcome Maastirntt. Austria aloo has | 
renegotiate the mentorship coms We demand a rehat 
hike the one that London was granted 


[Kopemig) Wall the election he determined hy protests 


[Mander] | canmet book onto the voters hearts Some of 
them will say | want te take revenge on the government! 
for not telling the truth Nefore we porned the EU People 
are net stud The Maastricht criteria force people | 

aoc additional austerity measures 


[Kopeme)] What ts your goal for the clection 


| Manet} Ve want to ha ohe sfonger Il want t “i A 
peuny that ts Comscrows of Austria tealhved m buroge 


[Kopemg) What de you thik of the powernment's El 
imnhemahon «ampagn ” 


iManket| As « taupaver | am onitated, politically of nm 
propaganda that tells the poopie bres Tam also disturted 
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hy the fact that the El mmetitutions wmitcrvene mm the 
clechos campaigas with ECU | mullon (over 14 aullon 
Austrian schulling) to remedy the Austriam trustraton 
eh the EV. That « af Orwellian venon where By 
Brother orders poopie to he Pranwashed to make them 
think the nght tung, 


[Kopemg) The EU headquarters ts your mam cremy 


[Haider] The Commusion must act form an EU pov- 
cramemt. The Commusson ts dispematic and could be 
reduced to the pencrs, directorates. The European pov- 
crament takes place on the level of the EU Council, m 
which the heads of government and monsters are rep 
resented. That level 1s democratically legetemzed fh 
am the European Parhament. but the national partis 
ments that have to he strengthened and given more say 


{Kopesnsg | Do you want to abolish the commmewoncrs 
Hader Yes, because they are dispensatic 


[Kopemig) Do you want to have a referendum & Tt 
Austria's EU membherstup’ 


[Hader| The whee! of history cannot he turned Pat 
The Austrian voted for EL membhersten mn 174. That 
must he accepted 


[Kopermg) What do you have aguas th Europea 
project” 


|[Masder| | am against the bureauctatn Europe of Maas 
tricht, fh was estainhod with so 
it has hocome a fortress. In fact, Maastratt ts 9 dive 
wom treaty Al the mntercoveramental Contcremec. Aus 
ina showld speek oot for a Eerope of the cotivem, he 
cause the canting EU does aot provide for demovratn 
haste Nights and rights of lyherty Maavtracht is only sup 
ported by SO percent of the cetivenms on the EL, and the 
same goes for the Monetary Union 


m my ' Prat “ les thy al 


[Koncomg) Which you rewct 


(Mader! | want a refereadem of the Puro You cannot 
aholish the «tulling without 4 referendum Through 
Econom and Monetary t'meon (EMU! Austria hands 
OVEeT Hs Power in term of coomotm and Lahr policy 
A referendum is necessary for detmatatn feasons 


[Koper] You have repeatedly sand that ec povern 
ment hes fot dome its bomewewkh What de vou mean 
hy that” 


(Mander! The goverament planned a Eurotu mMogran 
ior COs lt never came shout heceuee —— agtce 
mem was nt foachod on its co-frmamong The proven 
cal goveromen’ of Burgenland had to rane « loan mm 
Sevizeriand foo the kha atone of Leowell (Proven Gow 
crac Stu told KURIER that the loan was wood 

cower the 1995 hudget defiant the cdvtor) A total 
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of 4108) pom were lost om the toad sedustry last year. In 
the case of Sempers, Schucase! bod to the parhament, 
he promesed that caports to the Japanese ca mmdustry 
would comtumuc. And the transst agrocment has proved 
to \ 4 Gutake 


[Kopemmg}] What country has a poud EU policy” 


[Hader|] Those counties that make sure that decrmons 
ae made on a natonal level — Denmark, Swoden, and 
Brian, for cuamplc. They use the advantages that the 
EU offers Austria has only agreed on sulady programs 
to provide pom to a number of hurcauctats 


[Kopeomg] Are you m tavor of the EU's castwad 
cipahwcn ’ 


[Heder] ht cannot the financed on the bass of the 
Maastncit Treaty. We would have to pay even more 
mo the EU's cash bow, which would trigger a revolt 
From the scourity pont of view, NATO membershap ts 
tx only alternative tor these Cowntries 


iKopemg) Doce this also apply to Austra’ 


|[Hader| Yes. The flower of neutrality will wither during 
the feel Two years 


Austria: Defense Minister Fapects [FOR batension 


ALOSOST 42706 Salchure SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German & May Op) 


[Report hy SN Peace Misseon on Bosma Likely To 


Be Extended | 


[PBIS Tramiated Text) Defense Minister Werner Fass 
lahend capects that an TROR [Imolementatwn Force] 
Two will heoome necessary when the mandate for 
NATUs TROR peace troops cxpures at the end of this 
year TROR's tasks will, howewer, have to he redefined 
m the scoond stage, the peace trom, should, for m 
vlahee, try to pet the partes to the conflict to reduce 
thew tracy. Fasslehend sand 


Also, one showld expect the European clement in the 
TROR troops — where the Americans provide one-third 
of the troaps at the moment — to he strengthenad, Fass 
lahend sand on the sdelines of the Western European 
Umon menisters mecting in Birmungham on 7 May He 
said that the Eu opeans haw failed to use the fire op 
portumty for 4 common security policy m the former 
y ug siavia The Ametx ans showed the Europeans how 
to) take the onetiuatiwe and at determunedly last wear Thos 
ictertnation and the pressure at the Dayton talks have 
hrought ahout 4 politcal solutrom to the conflat 


“ st burn lakes om thes respen | m wecTiive at 
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Austria: Eimem Extends Bosnian Refugees Program 
to Aug "97 

AU0905 113096 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio 
Network in German 1000 GMT 9¥ May 4% 


{Report by Helma Poschner on news conference by 
Austrian Interior Minister Caspar Eincm on 9 May — 
recorded} 


{FBIS Translated Text} |Poschner| The 16,000 Bosnians 
who are being looked after by the federal and provincial 
authorities in Austria will be allowed to stay for another 
year, Interior Minister Einem announced today. The 
refugee program was scheduled to end in June. Now 
the refugees will be allowed to stay in Ausiri4 until the 
end of August 1997, Einem said, adding, however: 


{Einem] Those refugees who are able to return owing to 
their personal situation and the conditions im the parts 
of Bosnia where they come from are expected to return. 
We will advise them and support them, and this will 
be a voluntary retura. But 1 ought to be stated clearly 
that where one Can expect people to return in peace we 
expect them to return 


{[Poschner] The interior minister also indicated that 
this extension of the refugee program unul the end of 
August 1997 could be the last one, provided that the 
peace process in Bosnia is successful. The progress 
of the peace process is being examined at regular 
intervals and Austria will continue to support peace 
and reconstruction in Bosnia, Einem said. The present 
Situation 1s far trom a real peace, which is why the 
refugee program is being continued, the interior minister 
said. 


Austria: Schuesel Rejects Critic of FRG- 
Oriented Policy 

AU0308 143496 Vienna KURIER in German 

3 May 9% p3 


[Report by Christoph Kotanku and Margaretha 
Kopemig: “Hostile Attacks on Germany | 


[FBIS Translated Text} The welcome was cool When 
Helmut Kohi arrived in Vienna for a telerecording with 
Helmut Zilk [former Vienna mayor} in Vienna, his host 
held up to him the KURIER headlines SPOec [Social 
Democratic Party of Austria] Criticism of Schuessel- 
Kohl Axis: Too Friendly Toward Germany. 


What appeared to be an insult to the German chancel. 
lor by SPOe Floor Leader Peter Kostclka was a come 
dence. 


Kostelka could not have known that the interview would 
he published the very day Kohl arrived for Zilk’s 
“Masters of the Art of Living” show 
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The SPOe floor leader had criscized that Minister 
Wolfgang Schuessel’s foreign policy ‘paid too little 
allention to Ausinan interests and leans too much 
toward Germany. 


This statement by the prominent SPOe politician 1s 
causing considerable concern to the diplomats, but 
above all to the OcVP [Austrian People’s Party] 


Indignant OcVi' Chairman Schuessel told KURIER 
before his mecting with Kohl on Thursday [2 May] 
“Kostelka’s reproach 1s ssmply stumd. Apparently, there 
are too many hobby foreign policy specialists im the 
SPO. There ts the chancellor, who has, of course, his 
role as head of the government. Then there 1s Gith 
Ederer’s (ex-stale secretary tor European affairs — the 
editors) disappointed love, and there are Josef Cap, Peter 
Schieder, and Hannes Swoboda, new candidate for the 
European clections. Kostelka does not want to be left 
out here. Since there are so many cooks, there 1s. of 
course, also a lack of information 


Referring to Kostelka’s criticism, Schuessel sand: The 
most Austrophile chancellor of all ume is currently at 
the helm in Germany. This ts our good fortune, as 
was percepuble in the [EU] membership acgotrations 
However, instead of making use of the opportunites, 
Kostelka tells Helmut Kohl that one actually does not 
want close relations with our most important neighbor 
This ts grotesque. 


Austria's foreign policy must be onentated toward the 
interests of the country, the vice chancellor stresses 
This requires ‘the best possible relations with the two 
most important neighboring states, Germany and Italy 
Like us, they are EU members and number one and two 
im our cconomic relations 


Therefore, “with no other country” has he, as the 
responsible government member, so many contacts as 
with Germany and Italy and with the poliucians there 
Ot course, Kohl ts one of them. I do not sce this as a 
disadvantare. 


Schuessel mentioned the Cooperation between Bonn and 
Vienna as an cxample: “More than ale...st anyone else, 
we are in favor of expansion io the cast. But the Si'Ue 
flaw leader does not know it. Instead, he organizes 
hostile attacks on Germany 


At the same time, the foreign cuinmister stressed that other 
allies are being sought too, for cxample, among the 
Benclux states. There 1s a natural alliance among the 
small states on some issucs 


In the SPOe attempts ae being made to calm things 
down after Kostelka’s frontal attack 
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Chancellor and SPOe Chairman Franz Vranizky said 
cautiously: “Sometime we gain the impression that there 
is a bridge between the OcVP and the CDU. This 
is reflected in some statements. However, Vranitzky 
admuitied thal “on several issucs” Austtia’s positions 
“ate closely coordinated with the neighboring state.” For 
example. one agrees on the “need for expansion to the 
casi.” There is also agreement in the field of financial 
policy and monetary union issucs. 

In the field of employment policy, Austria goes its 


own way. “The Germans are against laying down full 
employment in the Maastricht treaty. 
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One has to assess the agreement topic by topic,” Vran- 
itzky recapitulated. In the course of the EU government 
conterence, the chancellor expects conflicts between the 
small and the big countries in the EU. Germany, France, 
Britain, and Spain want to push through a new weight- 
ing of votes in the council. In order not to be outvoted, 
the big member states want the population figure taken 
imo account in the weighting of votes. “This is not in 
our interest.” the chancellor said, announcing resistance. 
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UK: Minister Dismisses Claim U.S. Shot London 
Police woman 


LDO805 142296 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1339 GMT & May 96 


[By David Cracknell, Parhamentary Sutff) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Claims that WPC [Woman 
Police Constable] Yvonne Fictcher. shot dead during 
a demonstration outside the Libyan Embassy more than 
12 years ago, could have been killed by a member of 
the US intelligence services were dismissed as “feverish 
fantasies” by a minister today. 


Yvonne, 25, was on duty outside the Embassy in St. 
James's Square, central London, in April 1984 when 
shots were fired at anti- al-Qadhdhafi demonstrators. 


Al the ume it was believed all the shots had been fired 
from the first floor of the embassy building. 


But a recent Channel 4 TV documentary has cast 
doubt on the original finding and suggested that Yvonne 
could have been killed by a member of the American 
intelligence services to enlist British support against 
Libya. 

Home Office Minister of State David Maclean, in a shor 
debate, dismissed the allegations made in last month's 
Dispatches programme. 

Labour's Tam Dalyell (Linlithgow) — who has taken 
a detailed interest in the matter — opened the debate. 
highlighting some of the claims made in the programme 
and questioning some of the facts, including the trajec- 
tory of the apparent bullct. 

But Mr Maclean said: “What this programme is asking 
us to believe is that WPC Fictcher was murdered 
by of with the connivance of a British or American 
intelligence officer. 


“If it was not so offensive and obscene it would be 
Mr Dalyell said there was evidence available from lead- 


ing weapons’ experts, ballistic experts, those medically 
skilled in gunshot wounds and others to suggest that 
Yvonne was shot not from the embassy but from a 
greater height from another building. He has passed sev- 
eral questions to the police for investigation. 


He also demanded why a video recorded by a demon- 
Stralor was not presented to the inquest 


Mr Dalyell also claimed the security services indulged 
im a smear Campaign against the. then. Home Secretary 
Leon Brittan. 


“My locus in the tragic murder of WPC Yvonne Fletcher 
is amply that .. I do not believe the official view 
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on Lockertwe and the accusations against Libya as the 
whole story. 


Tory Sw Teddy Taylor (Southend E) said: “The issue 
simply cannot be ignored and the matter is of course 
absolutely vital tor the family and also of course for the 
people of Libya who have suffered a great deal from 
the sancuions which stem from this parucular tragedy. 


Mr Maclean said the murder was a “termble crime’ and 
expressed his “deep sympathy” with WPC Fictcher’s 
family. 


There had been an extensive police invesugation, which 
remained open because no one had yet been charged. 


But he said the Dispatches claim that the angle of entry 
and terminal velocity of the bullet that killed her was 
such that « could not have been fired from the first floor 
of the embassy was based solely on a reading of the 
post-mortem report and the proceedings of the coroner's 
court. 


“This programme 1s asking us to believe that there 
are assassins in the British or American Secret Service 
willing to murder a British police officer, that this was 
some sort of plot their bosses did not know about, but 
everyone covered up. 


“And the most preposterous suggestion of all is that that 
assassin anticipated or had some knowledge that some 
maniac in the Libyan Embassy would fire a machine gun 
into the crowd and at that point he could simultaneously 
fire a shot which would kill WPC Fletcher 


If people want to sit in the bowels of some TV 
production company and invent these feverish fantasies 
then that 1s up to them. 


“But I don't know what hurt they have caused the 
parents of WPC Fictcher and all her other relatives who 
must be suffering the anguish of not seeing her killers 
brought to justice 


“Clearly the programme-makers don't care, but | do 
care that the memory of this brave officer should not 
be sullied by preposterous suggestions that she was 
murdered by other servants of ours of a friendly country 
as part of a treacherous plot. 


No one was ever charged with the killing 22 
embassy officials were allowed to leave the building 10 
days after the shooting and were escorted to Heathrow 
airport. They flew back to a heroes’ welcome in Tripol: 
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UK: Arms-to-Irag ‘Agent’ To Take Legal Action 
Against US. 

MS$0905103396 London FINANCIAL TIMES 

in English 9 May 96 p& 


[Report by Jimmy Burns: “Arms-For-Irag Aftair Direc- 
tor to Sue U.S."] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} The former British intelligence 
agem and company director at the heart of the arms-for- 
Iraq affair, Mr Paul Grecian, yesterday said he planned 
to take legal acuon against the South Afncan and US 
governments tor wrongful imprisonment. 


Mr Grecian arrived back in the UK from South Africa 
after a Johannesburg court rejected a US request for his 
extradition on charges of Conspiring to scll arullery fuse 
components to Irag in violauion of an arms embargo. 


He described the past six months, when he was held 
in South Afnican prisons while facing pressure trom US 
officials, as a “disaster” which caused him and his tamily 
distress. 


“There is no dou in anyhody’s mind that the Amer- 
icans have not acted in very good faith, and that the 
action of certain officials in South Africa iett grounds 
for serious concern, Mr Grecian said at press conter- 
ence in the House of Commons, organised by Ms Ann 
Clwyd, the Labour MP who has campaigned on his he- 
half 


Mr Grecian was arrested in Dypember by South African 
police — even though the Brush Appeal Court just 
quashed his conviction for illegally exporting arms to 
Irag via Jordan 


Yesterday he accused a US prosecutor of conducting a 
vendetta against him, and urged the UK government to 
intervene to have his Interpol warrant cancelled 


Mr Grecian’s release from South Atnca followed in- 
tense hehind · the-scenes discussions hetween senor 
Foreign Office officials and members of the Mandela 
administration. 


A former director of Ordnance Technologies (Ordtec), 
a Reading based engineering company. Mr Grecian was 
convicted in 1992 of illegally selling arms to Irag. The 
conviction was overturned last year aficr new evidence. 
withheld from the defence im the original thal, was 
uncovered by Sir Richard Scott's arms-for-Irag inquiry 


Whitehall documents showed that the UK goverament 
had known UK arms were being supplied to rag via 
Jordan but had chosen to turn a Mind eye. They also 
showed that Mr Grecian had heen among the first 
informants to provide MI6. the UK intelligence service. 
with crucial information about the Iragi supergun 
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US prosecutors are persisung with the case against Mr 
Grecian, alicging thu he used false end-user ceruficates 
showing that aullery fuse Components were desuned 
for Jordan to obtain an export licence for the US manu- 
tacturer the New Jersey-based Rexon Technologies Cor- 
poration. 


UK: Portillo Address to NATO Expansion Meeting 
Summarized 

LDOSOS122596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

im Enelish 1038 GMT & May 9 


[By Roger Willams} 


|FBIS Transcribed Text) The activities of ordinary 
people — trom tounsm and watching television to using 
the Internct — are playing a key part in making sure that 
war never divides Europe, Defence Secretary Michael 
Porullo said today. 


He was speaking al the opening of a two day conference 
in London, attended by more than 100 delegates from 
throughout Europe — including Russia and other former 
Communist bloc countries — to discuss the prospect for 
some of the countnes jomimng Nato. 


Mectings like this, and other forms of growing commu- 
mication between nations, naturally helped in improving 
communications, said Mr Portillo. 


That makes ut very much harder for anyone to draw 
lines across the map of Europe, whether deliberately or 
by accient, as 


But 1 was exchanges’ between the people of Europe 
that made the hg difference. he said. 


Trade and the cross-border investment, and the nego- 
lations made between private enterprise, help. Tourism 
makes its contribution as people now routinely visit 
countries which thei parents knew little of 


Most remarkably now through the Internet, the news, 
and television programmes which involve them in the 
most thoroughgoing cultural exchanges, this does help 
security 


As democracy spread across Europe, so did greater 
confidence in the future.” he said 


Some people were critical of the number of organisa- 
Hons involved in discussions between countnes — 1n- 
cluding Nato, the Western European Union, the Organi- 
sation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, and the 
EU — but they all helped to create discussion, he saad. 


Today. more people lived in democratic societies in Eu- 
rope than ever Helore alter seven years of cxtraordimary 
change . mcluding the end of the Cold War 
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“Democratic nations are less likely to go to war with one 
another,” said Mr Portillo. “The spread of democracy is 
therefore a legiumate aim.” 
Partnership for Peace, the name given to the movement 
for eastern Europe nations to join Nato, had passed 
expectations. he said. 

“ht is here to stay, not only for those countries which 
aspire to be members of Nato, but for all of them. We 
in Britain certainly intend to work for its success.” 


UK: Labour Leader Outlines Stand on Single 
Curreacy 

MS080S09S096 London THE TIMES in English 
8 May 96 pil 


{Report by Philip Webster: “EU ‘Needs More Jobs 
Before a Single Currency” | 

(FBIS Transcribed Text} Gordon Brown said yesterday 
that a Europe-wide assault on unemployment was a 
prerequisite for a successful single currency. 

The Shadow Chancellor used a speech to the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation in Bonn to dispel suggestions that a 
Labour government would inevitably sign up to mone- 
lary union. However, he underlined Labour's strong pro- 
Europe credentials and reaffirmed its commitment to a 
‘cO-operative, integrated and dynamic European Union’. 


He also demanded full participation by Britain in the 
discussions leading to monetary union. The country 
coulé not “afford forever a government attitude which 
sees us hovering half in and half out”. 


He said: “It ts a dialogue Britain should be joining and 


opment.” 
Mr Brown's insistence that unemployment must be 
tackied first EU was intended to make it clear 


by the 
that Labour would be no softer than the Tories when it 
to the crucial decision on whether Britain should 
uld 


a monetary union on doing nothing 
20 million unemployed,” he said. “It is the threat 


spread jobs insecurity which is depressing confidence 
and growth in Britain and across Europe.” 


Mr Brown emphasised the “substantial” potential ben- 
efits of a monetary union particularly stability, lower 
interest rates and reduced currency speculation. Britain 
can no longer afford to stand and carp from the sde- 
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lines ... We put our future in jeopardy by being on the 
outside.” 


Labour's position has long been that it would join a 
single currency if the mght economic conditions were 
met. Mr Brown said that the question would be how, 
through greater co-operation, the necessary integration 
and convergence could be achieved. 


UK: Rifkind Comments on Envoy’s Meeting With 
Primakov 

LDOSOS163696 (nternet) FCO On-Line WWW Service 
in English &8 May 96 


{Extract From Transcript of Joint Press Conference 
Given by the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Malcolm Rifkind, 
Birmingham, Tuesday, 7 May 1996"] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


RUSSIA 


QUESTION: Foreign Secretary, can you tell us what 
transpired at the meeting today between the British 
ambassador in Moscow and Mr Prnmakov and what 
Britain's next move will be in the light of whatever 
transpired? 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: The first step this morning 
was a Ministry of Foreign Affairs press conference 
in Moscow where the representative of the Russian 
government remarked, | understand, that the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs wished to avoid any emotional or 
rushed decisions and did not make any reference to any 
question of possible expulsions. Later in the afternoor, 
at 2.30 London time, the British ambassador saw Mr 
Primakov at Mr Prmakov's request. They had quite a 
lengthy meeting. I have not yet seen a detailed account 
of that meeting. | understand that no evidence was 
provided during that meeting that would substantiate 
any question relating to the Russians allegations of 
yesterday. There was a discussion about the alleged 
incidents and possible consequences. 


NICHOLAS WITCHEL (BBC): Foreign Secretary, you 
seem to be saying that the meeting was inconclusive. 
Can you help us at all to explain what is the remaining 
arca of ambiguity. Are any British diplomats now 
preparing to leave Moscow and if so, can you give us 
any clue as to how many’ 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: Today, a discussion took 
place at the Russian foreign minister's request with the 
British ambassador. There were no demands made of a 
kind that | am familar with but I have yet to see a report 
of the mecting and therefore | do not want to speculate 
further on what might have been said. All I can say 
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is that of course we welcome the tact thal the Russian 
government are discussing thew concerns with us, that 
iS Important. Our position remains as i was yesterday 


UK: Adams Stresses ‘Inclusion’ for Successful 
Negotiations 

MS0808142796 Dublin AN PHOBLACHI in English 
2 May 96 pp 10-1! 


{Speech by Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams betore 
rally commemorating SOth anniversary of the Easter 
rising, in Dublin, on 27 April: received via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text! The Easter Rising sent shock- 
waves throughout the world at a ume when it was cn- 
gaged in an imperialist war. The vision of those brave 
men aed women was of an Ircland at peace with itscll. 
They had a clear understanding of Britain's negative 
role in our Country. They were not blind to the British 
government's efforts to minimise all attempts to resolve 
the age-old conflict, thus sowing the sceds for decades 
of division 


Ther vision was of an Ireland which put religious in- 
tolerance behind it, guaranteeing religious and political 
freedom and equality: an Ircland dedicated to pursuing 
the health, happiness and prosperity of all its people: 
an Ireland which cherishes all the children of the nation 
equally without favour. 


Has the southern state fulfilled the vision of 19167? Look 
around. The answer lies in the massive unemployment: 
the poverty in rural and urban areas; the families forced 
off the land: a health service unable to care for all of 
the people. Look at the inequality: the discrimination 
against women; against our young people: against 
the poor and the homeless. Look at the intolerance 
towards minority groups whether Travellers or separated 
families. Look at the mass emigration which ts the safety 
valve for a state which cannot house of employ the 
children of the nation 


li is unpardonable and a sad commentary on the state 
of southern politics that the Irish government has 
chosen not to commemorate this 80th anniversary — to 
remember with pride the indomitable spirit and tenacity 
of those men and women of 1916 


Those men and women were motivated by poverty. the 
cultural renaissance, by their desire for freedom. They 
went out above all to demand an end to British rule in 
Ircland. Make no mistake — that ts still our position 
today 


And today we have aclear and unequivocal message for 
the Britush government. Unionists may have succeeded 
in securing from a willing British government thei 
partitionist clection and their Stormont Assembly. But 


UNITED KINGDOM 13 


Sinn Fein is not gomg to go away you know and we will 
be hightung these clections to give Insh nationalists and 
republicans the opportunity to asscrt our position also, to 
reject the Stormont Assembly. to reyect partion and to 
demand the political and constuulional talks necessary 
for a just and lasting peace, to demand a united Ircland 


We will provide a tocus tor the widespread demand for 
real negotiations, tor a telease of all political prisoners 
and we will present the Brotish government with a 
strong republican vowe and to give strong Republican 
leadership at this vital time 


The occupied area, the Six Counties remains a corrupt, 
sectarian and cliust entity. We are not second~<lass 
ciuzens — we afe first-class ciizens and we will accept 
nothing less 


On 4) May Sinn Fein’s peace agenda will be the 
alternauive to the umontmst agenda of domination and 
partition. On 10 June we will demand our place at the 
negotiating table. We intend asserting the nghts of our 
clectorate and we wil! defy the British government's 
arrogant assumption that it can dictate to the Insh people 
who they should of should not elect 


(hur struggle is as strong and vibrant today as it ever 
was. Don't let the nay-sayers or the begrudgers deny 
that 


Whatever disappomntments we may ail share for the op- 
portunity which John Major has squandered be assured 
that there exists on Ireland and internationally a vast 
reservorr of goodwill and solidarity which wishes us 
well in our endeavours 


We have to tap into that reservoir and use it effectively 
to counter the London government's efforts to cobble 
together yet another of then undemocratic arrangements 


At times sensible people and democrats could be driven 
to distraction by the attitude of Britush policy makers 
towards Ircland. But we should take succor from the 
tact that while they may have stalled the historical 
process towards Irish independence, none of them have 
succeeded in halting it. From Lioyd George through 
Harold Wilson, trom Ted Heath to Jim Callaghan to 
John Major, all have tailed to fulfil them responsibility 
towards the people of Ireland. But we have survived i 
all. Where ts Maggie Thatcher today’ 


For our part, we have demon drated a real capacity for 
fleuhility and gencrosity, We have engaged in goad 
taith in the efforts to achieve a pegotiated setticment, we 
have honoured our commitments and shown ourselves 
willing to take risks for peace and justice 


In all of this we must keep our cye firmly fixed on 
the Mg prize and through an cifective use of our peace 
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straiegy move the situation forward to a new beginning 
in which partution is ended and Ireland and the Insh 
people are united in the noble quest for a better future 
for all of us. 


I am asked all the time “Can the peace process be 
restored under this British government” He said: No 
one cxcept the British prime minister can answer this 
question. All political leaders have a duty to try to rescue 
the situation. That wil! require honesty, dcicrmination, 
good faith and urgent engagement by all sides. 


The peace process must be rebuilt in a way thal 
ensures that it will not again founder on the rocks of 
intransigence, ncgativity and bad faith. 


The British government must give public and unequiv- 
ocal assurances thal a real and inclusive process of ne- 
gotuations will begin without further delay and without 
further preconditions. This process must be open and 
comprehensive, time-limited and that there can be no 
attempt to predetermine or preclude any outcome of the 
negouiauions. 

There cannot be peace in Ireland unless the British 
government is Committed to that objective. We are Irish 
republicans. We want to sce the end to British rule 
im our country. With Pearse we belicve that “Ireland 
unfree shall never be at peace.” Bul we are prepared to 
meet the British government half way. Peace demands 
justice. ht demands equality of treatment and democratic 
nights for all citizens now. And these citizens include the 
residents of the Garvaghy Road and the Lower Ormeau, 
they include Paddy Kelly and the rest of the republican 
political prisoners. 


Without the British government, of the Irish government 
there can be no substantive negotiations and no agree- 
ment. 


Without unionist involvement there can be no substan- 
live negotiations and no agreement. 

If Sinn Fein is excluded there can be no substantive 
negotiations, no progress and no agreement which can 
last. There can be no partial solutions — partition 
has convinced us all of that — and there can be no 
partial negotiations about the future of the people of 
this island. The situation has now moved on beyond 
such arrangements. 

Those who came here to this place 80 years ago had a 
dream. it was a realisable and achievable drean is 
our dream also. Time has not diminished its reles ance 
or diminished the strength of its message. 


Our dream is of a new Ireland in which all sections of 
our people can put the past behind us look only to the 
future in a spirit of equality and reconcihation. Now is 
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the ume to make real the promises of democracy and 
justice and equality contained in the 1916 Proclamauon. 


We are not asking people to be Pearses or Connollys, to 
be Mairead Farrell or Constance Markusevicz. If you are 
not involved in this struggic then do a Inde bit. If you 
are doing a little bit then do a little more, so that in the 
future you can say | helped to make this come about. 


Tioctaidh af la [as published] 


UK: Alliance's McBride Urges Talks Be ‘Inclusive’ 
MSOS05 145496 Belfast THE IRISH NEWS in English 
8 May 9 


[Report by William Graham: “Republicans “Must De- 
cide on Talks role’’; received via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Sinn Fein [SF] and the republi- 
can movement must decide now whether they are inside 
or outside the politcal talks process, the Alliance Party 
said last might. 


Alliance chairman Steve McBnide called for the imme- 
diate restoration of the IRA ceasefire and said that Sinn 
Fein were standing in the way of the peace process im 
opposition to what they supposedly held most dear, the 
will of the Irish people. 


Mr McBride was speaking alongside Sinn Fein’s Marun 
McGuinness at a conference in Cork organised by 
Fianna Fail Cork South Central Women’s Group on the 
theme “Assembly Elections — Democracy of a return 
to Stormont’ 


Mr McBride sand: “Martin McGuinness at the weekend 
said that the next few weeks would be the most 
important in modern Irish history. He is mght. We are at 
turning point. We have an opportunity to move forward 
into a new and inclusive talks process 


But we also face a very real risk that the opportunity 
will be thrown away, and that we will be plunged back 
into the mghtmare of useless violence 


“At this moment, three weeks short of the elgcuon, four 
weeks short of the date set for talks, the IRA are sul! 
at war, with only the support of a tiny minority of 
the people of this island, and now the UVF [Ulster 
Volunteer Force] are also making threatening noises 
from the wings 


Mr McBride san that a great cause of delay im the 
process so far and an obstacle to all-party talks had 
been the talure of Sinn Fer and the IRA enher to make 
clear their Commitment to a permanent end to violence 
of to deal mm any realistic way with the issue of the 
Jecommissioning of terrorist arms 
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He added: “it 1s important that the talks process should 
be as inclusive as possible, and i is preferable that Sinn 
Fein should be part of that process. 


“So, is essential if Sinn Fein are to play a part in 
the talks that there be a complete restoration of the 
IRA ceasefire and that SF along with all other parties 
formally and fully accept the principles of democracy 
and non violence set out in the Mitchell Report.” 


DUP {Democraixc Unionist Party] deputy leader Peter 
Rotason sand yesterday there was not cnough ume lett 
before all-party talks begin next month for the IRA to 
call a meaningful ceasefire which would admit Sinn Fein 
to the discussions. 


The government has made it clear Sinn Fein will not be 
allowed into talks unless there is a new IRA ceasefire. 


Mr Robinson said the ground-tules for the talks lay 
down the criteria that required the IRA “to establish 
a commatment to exclusively peaceful methods.” 


With only four weeks to the starting date for the 
negouating process “there is not a sufficient period for 
the IRA to demonstrate such a commitment,” he said. 


lan Passiey, the DUP leader, said yesterday he may 
launch a legal challenge if his name was not beside 
that of his party on ihe ballot paper for the clections. 


Legislation for the clection dictates that party names 
rather than candud.ates «ould be used on the ballot paper 
in all 18 constitucmon* 


UK: Bank Governor Expresses Skepticism over 
Single Currency 

MS0905108696 London INDEPENDENT in English 
9 May % p It 


{Report by Diane Coyle: “George Grows Sceptical on 
Currency Timetable”) 


|FBIS Transcribed Text} Eddie George, the Governor 
of the Bank of England, said yesterday he had become 
more sceptical about whether the single European cur- 
rency would go ahead on time because of the economic 
slowdown in Europe. “1 am more doubtful now than | 
was a year ago. he told MPs on the House of Com- 
mons Treasury select commitiec. 


But he added that there would be no technical difficul- 
ties preventing Britain taking part. The City of London 
would be trading in curos from | January 1999 whether 
Britain joined of not. “] am reasonably confident that 
we can be im a position to operating im curos whether 
we are in of out, he said. 


UNITED KINGDOM 1s 


Mr George also embellished his usual pragmatism on 
the single currency question by saying was hard to 
see why Britain should stay out if met the Maastncht 
criteria for entry and these were stnctly apphed. In those 
circumstances the UK would simply pay the penalty of 
higher interest rates without reaping any of the benefits 
of membership 


The Governor argued that Britain's decision on whether 
to join the single European currency would involve 
a difficult judgement about the costs and benefits 
Staying out would leave Britain with higher interest 
rates than countries that took part. It might also hit 
inward investment. 


However, he downplayed fears that the UK eccon- 
omy was too different in structure from Conunental 
cconomics to give up an independent monctary policy 
Preliminary Bank of England rescarch suggested that 
the response of the UK cconomy to a change 1 inter- 
est raics was not very different from the response in 
Germany or France, despite huge difference. ‘n hous- 
ing finance. 


Instead, he cmphasised the importance of mgorous 
application of the Maastricht convergence criteria. He 
added that they were probably not sufficient to ensure 
that the monetary umion was sustainabie. 


Mr George said he would therefore favour a mechanism 
to enforce sound cconomuc policies after entry into 
EMU [European Monctary Union] along the lines of the 
“stability pact’ proposed by German finance minister, 
Theo Waigel. 


He said the Maastricht criteria, especially those con- 
cerning government deficits and deM, were intended to 
prevent irreconcilable tensions emerging within the sin- 
gle currency. “It ts umportant that they should be apphed 
with some mgour,” he said. If econommes had not con- 
verged some parts of the EU could be stuck with high 
unemployment and few options for addressing it 


The Governor agreed there was a danger that some other 
countries might want to fudge one issuc in order to mect 
the current umetable. “It is not possible at this distance 
to exclude this in the case where there is a very strong 
political determination to make it happen 


He repeated his carer warming that there were risks 
im a sprint for the finish’. Taking action to reduce 
government budget deficits fast cnough had raised 
the risk of weaker cconomn activity mm France and 
Germany 
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Ireland: Bruton Offers Talks To Rescue Loyalist 
Cease-Fire 


LDOB05 190496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1852 GMT & May 96 


[By lan Graham} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Irish Prime Minister John Bru- 
ton tonight stood ready to talk to the political represen- 
tatives of Northern Ireland's loyalist paramilitary groups 
amid fears that thew ceasefire was in danger of crum- 
bling. 

Mr Bruton told the Dublin parliament he was preps od 
to see both the Ulster Democratic and Progressive 
Unionist parties if they requested mectings. 

His comments came as Ulster Unionist Party deputy 
leader John Taylor made a strong plea to the loyalists 
to hold back from returning to violence. 


Premier John Major and Mr Bruton were in telephone 
contact during the day to discuss the state of the 
Northern Ireland peace process, just thrce weeks before 
the province goes to the polls in advance of the start of 
all party talks. 


The two leaders talked for around 10 minutes in what 
Dublin government sources said was “a constructive 
discussion”. A further exchange was cxpected soon. 


Earlier in the day leaders of the UDP travelled to Dublin 
for talks with the American Ambassador to Ircland, Mrs 
Jean Kennedy Smith. 


She asked for the meeting following the weekend Ulster 
Volunteer Force hoax bomb alerts at Dublin Airport - 
seen as a sign of loyalist discontent and as a shot across 
the bows of the Dublin government. 


Dublin ministerial contact with the fringe loyalists 
ended with the February collapse of the IRA ceasefire. 
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But Mr Bruton made ut clear tomght that he was 
prepared to mect and said in reply to guestions in the 
Dail that he saw ‘no difference’ Detween the threat of 
violence - along the lines of the airport alert - and “the 
reality. because they have the same political purpose 
and the same intumidaiory nature” 


In Northern Ircland, Mr Taylor made a strong call for 
the loyalist paramilitanes to hold back from following 
the IRA in a return to violence 


He warned the UVF that a return to violence would give 
a “fragment of respectability” to the IRA in natonalist 
communities. 


The vast majority of Unionist people did not want the 
UVF to descend to the level of the IRA. 


“Let me say in plain language thal a return to violence 
from that quarter would be politically wrong, morally 
wrong and cconomically wrong’, he said 


But Northern Ircland Unionist party leader Gary 
McMichacl imsisied that the paramilitary Ulster De- 
fence Association was 100% behind a contunucd 
loyalist Ceasctire 


In Dublin for a mecting with United States ambassador 
Jean Kennedy Smith, Mr McMichac! said his Ulster 
Democratic Party - which has close links with the UDA 
- would “do everything in our power to ensure there is 
no return to loyalist violence’ 


He added: “Those whose views we best understand 
that is the UDA, the largest paramilitary organisation 
Northern Ireland - have indicated they are 100% behind 
the loyalist ceasefire. 


“Certainly we would not wish to sce it fall down at the 
last hurdle before negotiations 
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France: Former General Urges Lifting of Iraq 
Embargo 

BROBOS 144496 Paris LE FIGARO in French 

8&8 May % p2 

{Artcle by former French General Jeannou Lacare: 
“Putting an End to the Irag Embargo") 

(FBIS Translated Text) Iraq is dying of hunger. That 


virtues of a worthy people, famine is upon them with 


members of the UN Sccurity Council where we are 
clearly unable to make the French voice of civilization 
and humanity heard loudly enough. 


A little more than one year old now, Security Council 
Resolution 986 planned to authorize Irag to sell its oi! 
for $1 billion every three months in order to buy food 
and medicine. The conditions placed on its application 
and the very mediocre results oMained (an Egyptian 
newspaper remarked ironically: “One grain of nice in 
the rag: citizen's bow! of broth’) that Baghdad refused 
it for six months, considering it pointless. among other 
things. to write off against its of the cost of the 
Oppression it was being subjected to. 


When the resoluvon was negotiated and once its modal. 
ives were acceptadic. its implementation was suspended 


Although there is nothing funny about the current 
situation, one cannot fail to notice how the embargo 
on Cuba, decreed after the Bay of Pigs fiasco, has stl! 
not worked after 24 years, whereas the CIA regularly 
maintains that Castro will be on his knees in six months’ 


have proved that we once again have a foreign policy 
in and for the Arab world. We have all known for a 


long ume (for a very long time, in fact, if we hark 
back to the ambassadonal exchanges between Harum 
al-Rashid [name as published) and Charlemagne) that 
we have a presence in the Mideast. In the past this 


culture. Our acuons are weighed carefully there and we 
must continue to make our voice heard, for a voice is 
all the more certain to be heard if it is just. 


Most of all, we must find other countries willing to 
support iraq — for we have friends who think as we 
do, even if they have not always dared to express 
themscives — and the people of that country must be 
rescued from the suffering that will end up dishonoring 
those that contribute to it. 


France: Article Views French-U.S. Middle East 
Rivalry 


BROBOS 145296 Paris LE MONDE in French 
& May % ppiJ3 


[Arucle by Mouna Naim and Laurent Zecchini: “Prench- 
American Rivalry in Middle East”) 


{FBIS Translated Text) Since the Prench:-U.S. squab- 
bie over the recent crisis in Lebanon has faded a little 
following the cease-fire agreement, Paris is now con- 
cerned about avowding misunderstandings with Wash- 
ington. The same desire for appeasement can be found 
on the other side of the Atlantic. “We shared the same 
objectives and fortunately everything turned out for the 
best. an adviser to U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher commented 
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Nevertheless, the crisis proved revealing: If the Unned 
States ted to oppose any involvement by France, first 
in the cease-fire negouations and then 1n maintaining the 
truce, it was certainly because “ut docs not like to share. 
as one diplomat pul it, but alo — and especially — 

it suspects France's “Arab and Modiicrrancan 
policy” of being “anti-American.” This interpretation ts 
strongly contested in Paris, where nobody harhors the 


the Isracli- Arab peace process of which the Lebanese 
crisis is a by-product. France supports this peace process 
unreservediy 


Washington still bears a grudge for having been refused 
the status of observer at the European-Modiicrrancan 
confereace which met in November 1995 in Barcelona 
While the decision was made by all of the paruicipants. 
who wanted to meet countries lining the Mediterranc an 
only, France nevertheless appears — 1m the cyes of the 
United States — to be the key factor in this ostracism 


The finger was pointed at France during the many con- 
tacts between the two countries during the Lebanese 
crisis, when the to-ings and fro-ings of Warren Christo- 
pher and Herve de Charette on the grownd and the ex- 
changes of bittersweet words by them spokesmen were 
merely the up of the iceberg. 


Cenain U.S. officials seized the opportunity to bring up 
other grievances against Paris which have absolutely 
nothing t© do with the Middle East conflict, thus 


burdening the atmosphere 


Jacques Chirac is keen on the friendship linking the 
United States and France, and in particular on the good 
relations he maintains with his Counterpart. Bill Chiaton. 
But the French president has sand — and has had it sand 
to U.S. officials — that he was nevertheless determined 
to defend the interests of France and Europe, whose 
southern and castern parts of the Mediterrancan are its 
backyard much in the same way that Mexico and Central 
America are the US. backyard. He also feels that France 
can make its Contribution to the efforts to achieve peace 
in the region. thanks to its somewhat privileged relations 
with some of the players involved. “The United States 
wants to keep the icadersup role. We do not contest 
that. Bul we are suggesting a form of partnerstup which 
they do not want to know anything about, onc diplomat 
summed up 


What was France's conibution to resolving the 
Lebanese crisis’ They now admut im both Paris and 
Washington that the spat between them shout who 
should take credit for the ideas that led to the cease-fire 
agreement went off at an ateourd tangent. especially 
after the cessation of hostilities. Nevertheless, was 
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Paws which took the muauve of suggesung, nght from 
the beginning of the conflict, a draft compromuse on 
the basis of the snmual consultanons by Mr. de Charctic 
m Syna. isracl and Lebanon. And if Washington 
rephes thal | was only prompted to intervene after the 
Qana massacre, the fact remains that the United States 
intially supported Isracl uncondionally. 


When the sccretary of state finally sci oul on a peace 
mission, 1 Was to advocate a cessation of hostilities 
under the terms sct by Isracl. Indeed, Lebanese Pnme 
Minister Rafig al-Hanm reproached Pans for not align- 
ing tisclf with the position taken by his Country, just as 
Washington had adopted the wews of its Israch “fnend 


France also proved uscful in valuing Lebanon as a 
country, whereas Mr. Christopher and Isracl wanted 
to involve Syria and Hizhallah. In the US. secretary 
of state's view, Lebanon does not have a separaic 
cusicnce mm the current peace process, which should 
only involve Istact and Syria. French interference was 
therctore undessratic, because upset the order of 
things — an order which he himself had designated 


Paris also played a part in putting Iran to the test when 
it remanded Iraman Foreign Minister “Ali Akbar Ve- 
layati that the future of the ‘critical dialogue” between 
Europe and Iran was greatly dependent on Iran's abil- 
ity to influence the Lebanese Hizhallah. Direct contacts 
with Hizhallah representatives were made by accredited 
diplomats on the spot. 


At the French Foreign Ministry they maintain that 
contacts between Mr. de Charette and Mr. Christopher 
were never broken off. Throughout the crisis they kept 
in touch by phone. But the fact is that the secretary 
of state, whose July 1993 arrangement between lerac! 
and Hizhallah — on which the negotiations were based 
— 1 to a certam extent, the “baby, snubbed his 
counterpart. He even granted himself the luxury, despite 
a commutment made by President Clinton to Mr. Chirac 
at the G-7? summit in Moscow on 19 and 20 April, of 
refusing to meet in Damascus with Herve de Charetic 
and bis Russian and Malian counterparts. The Italian 
foreign minister was there in her capacity as encumbent 
president of the EU. Two calls by the Preach president 
to his frend Ball Clinton had no effect 


Which Supervision Committee’ 


The Pickering really turned nasty when, in the home 
stretch. Mr Christopher — undoumMedly the most hostile 
to the French initiative — opposed Paris’ presence 
im the trace Supervision Committee, itself inspired by 
France's imtal plan for a security commitice. The 
French president hecame actively and firmly involved, 
thus allowing the crisis to finally he resolved 
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The two counties do not sce cye to cye on the structure 


and operzios of the Supervision Committee, which is 
to be sct up rapidly. Will there, of will there not te a 


i 
: 


une 
Clearly docs not wish to deploy personne! on 
regucsted, of will  mect on the 


: 
f 
. 
Ee 


have suggested’ Will the commutice comprec 
ambassadors from member countries? Will Isracl's 
obuined nght to self-defense be immediaicly 
. Or will tt be suspended uate! the commutice 


its invesugavon findings’ 


we questions likely to revive the fncton 
ance and Arserica. Paris is determined to 
this by caplaining its initiatives with all the 
clarity and by staying in close contact with the 
United States and Israci. After all. even if ots lonks with 
the United States are extracrdimary, Israci finally seem» 
to have seen the attracvon of the French inotiative which. 
according to a French source, Istach Prime Minister 
Shim'on Peres would only oppose if 1 competed with 
or contradicted the U.S. initiative 


France: boreign Ministry on WEL, Algeria, Middle 
East 


Te 


nF 


Foreign Ministry in Paris on 6 May) 
(PBIS Translated Excerpt) 
Western European | nion 


{Rummethardt| The ministerial scasion of the Western 
Union [(WEU] begins this evening in Burming- 
ham. Mr. de Charetic will travel there tomorrow. This 


evening. Mr. Barmicr wil! represent him at the opening 
of the session [passage omitted] 


[Rummethardt) The work will hegin thes evening with 
three separate dinners. Tomorrow morning the session 
will tring together the foreign and defense muinistcrs 
on the topic of the resources available to Europeans 
for crisis Management and, in the aficrnoon. the work 
will be extended to the associate countries, that is in 


of the session, a declaration will be pub- 
bh will he called the Birmungham declas- 


FRANCE "9 


The decmmoms whach ths declaration conta, when 


taken as a whole, represcel progress mw the night 
dwechon, thal ts a strengthening of the WEU's operating 
Capactiics 


We wanted to make progress on differem wacks mm three 
dwectoms. The first ts the operaionad rapprochement 
hetwoen the WEL and NATO. Here, we shall be 
developing 4 sccurity agroemem between the WEU 
and NATO permuttong the cachange of documents and 
working matcrials Nctwoen the two orgamzavons. The 
sccond direction us a clearer postion of the observers 
and partncrs of the WEU, that is the countnes which 
wc fot memihets, as to ther postion regarding thew 
participation un the WEL's operational activities 


Finally, the third direction is a development of the 
WEU's own capacities. This involves in parucular mak- 
ing availac to the WEU a Briush sea-gomng operauonal 
taming center. developing a muluannual framework 
document on policy for WEU muiluary exercises and, 
turdly. swengthemmng the WEU's work in the strategic 
transport afea 


1 would add that. among the question marks, there 
is Of Course the relationstup between the EU and the 
WEU. This relavonstup is still uncertain because you 
will remember that certain people want to merge the 
WEU with the EU, whilst others ae insisting on the 
specific character of the WEU. Our idea is that the 
intergoveramental Conference (1GC}, like the reform of 
NATU. will make these discussions, to say the least, 
wiifcial of formal, and that, finally, u will become 
very apparent that the WEU wall, as provided for in 
the Maastrictt Treaty, be the projection of the EU in 
the defense and security area. All this obviously within 
NATU. 


Journalist] What is the position of France on the 
relaionsiup between the EU and the WEU” 


[Rummethardt} What we want is for this European 
defense and sccurtty wWentity to emerge. Thi will 
happen first of all within the framework of the reform of 
the Atlanuc Alliance which was decided at the Brussels 
summit 9 1994. and the major directions of which 
should hecome clear at the NATO ministerial mecung 
next June wo Berlen, with the decimons taken af the 
ministerial session in December 


Journalist] In other words, Prance is not taking a 
position Mefore the results of this meeting in December 
in Brussels 


|Rummethardt| The position of Prance is that a more 
vie European pillar. a European defense and security 
clement. should emerge 
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Vournalst}) A European amy would make sox, would 
a aot? 


[Rummethardt} | beleve that ths approach i» what is 
known as the CJTF. the Combined Joamt Task Force. 
which, as you know. needs to he adic to intervene within 
NATO, even though these are clements belonging to 
NATO, without ali NATO memiters being involved. For 


resources (Wansportaton, communications) in NATO 
itself, for crample American. 


Vournaitst] And the Eurocorps’ 
[Rummethardt} The Eurocorps would also play a role 
Vournalist] is there a desire to avond the cxistence of a 
European amy’ 
(Rummeihardi} So far. we have not talked about a 
European army. We are talking about a CTF. 
Uournalist} And what is the objective’ 
[Rummethardt} The future will tell. 

Vournalist] What will be the objectives of the Preach 
presidency of he WEU” 

f/Rumemethardi| | belkeve that this will become visibic 


as the reform of NATO proceeds and the IGC makes 
progress. This is why this Birmingham meeting 
of micrest, as it brings those in NATO and those 

im the IGC to reflect on these questions. 
But, | insist, the British presidency has been a good 


Vournalist} Yes, but the WEU's operating capacities are 
weak. They could be contained within this room 


{[Rummethardt} You can do a lot with miniaturization 


[Rummethardi| First of all. Algeria's problems are Al- 
gerian prodiems which must he settled by Algenans for 
Algerians The settlement must he a peaceful setilement. 


by negotiation. excluding violence 
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France docs not take sides in Algeria's internal Gchates. 


JJournalest} Is there consultavon between France and 
Morocco on the Algerian issuc’ 


{[Rummecthardt| | would not talk about a joint reading 
of the situation because the viewpoints we necessarily 
differem. You do noi read a situation similarly in the 
strect and af the window, but i is clear thal, when 
cxamining the general situation im the Medsterrancan., 
the French and the Moroccans will certainly bring up 
the situation in Algeria This seems probable to me. 


Journalist] Do you have a reaction to the announcement 
of general clectons in Algeria? 


[Rummethardt] My reacvon is the one that we had on 
the day after the presidential clecton in Algeria, that 
1s that we would like the Algerians to be able to settle 


thew problems as rapidly as possible through dialogue 
and by peaceful means. We condemn terrorism. 


|Journalist] Should this dialogue include all the actors 
of Algerian poliucal life? 


{[Rummethardt} We do not interfere with internal Alge- 
rian matters. We condemn terrorism and it is up to the 
Algerians to find solutions to the problems, which are 
Algerian proticms. The solutions ate those generated 
by dialogue and the use of peaceful means, in parucular 
the development of a process announced by President 
Zeroual himself in 194. and of which the presidental 
clection is a Component 


Middle bast 


{[Rummethardt} Where the resumpuon of the Israch- 
Palestinian negotiations is concerned, we would say the 
following 


France notes with satisfaction that the negotiations 
between Israc! and the Palestinian authorities on the 
final status of the Palesuman terrtones have begun on 
the s«heduled date 


France hopes that nothing will hinder the course of these 
acgotiations, which will focus on essential topics, such 
as Jerusalem. the scttiements, and the refugees 


France hails the determination of the two parties to 


move forward on the path of negotiation and peace 
France hopes that the two parties will be able to 
overcome the difficulties which have recently appeared 
[Passage omatted] 


Journalist] Is there anything new shout the sctting up 
of the agreement monitonag commutice’ 


{Rummethardt} Contacts with our partners conunue. ht 
1s normal for everyone to make proposals The casential 





fepert may comtam copynghted maternal (op ying and 
» profubited without perme of the Copynght owners 








PBIS-W EL -96-09! 
9 May 1996 


thing 6 to find the most ciicchve way of petting thus 
group to operate 


France for its part is very active im sccking an wrange- 
mem to cnabic Gus group to function. We have made 
proposals to all parues. We spoke about this im partic- 
ulas to Mr. Peres when be was in Paws. Our goal & Ww 
achieve an operational and ciicctive structure, which » 
adic to mmtervene as fast as posshic. 


Journalist] Has « been decided where the commetice 
will be based” 


[Rummethardt} | will not go mnto details because | would 
like to avoid people saying: Well, this is a French 
victory, 1 ts a French defeat. and to avon observers 
getting bung up on details. For us it is not the details 
which count, a is the fact thal we reach an agreement. 
that is, something acceptable to the members of the 
group and who have to be part of this montornng group 
We want tus group to be operational and effective as 


soon as possible 


Journalist] What is the attetude of France toward the 
Hishallah’ 


[Rummethardi} As | previously said: The Hizhallah 
must fully and scrupulously respect the agreements of 
26 April. 


Journalist) But this docs not apply only to the Hizhal- 
lah’ 


[Rummethardt} As | sad. hee all the organizations 


Journalist] Do you recognize Hishallah a having 
chantaMec activities’ 


[Rummeihardt| | acknowledge that there are Lebanese 
who can he members of the Hizhallah and who can be 
members of charituMe organizations, just as there are 
French people who can be mm a political party and who 
can belong to the Red Cross 


Vournalist] Hv wot the Mizhallah ttscit 


[Rummethardt| ~ ~¢ members of the Hizhallah under- 
take charviaMe a@ vies 


France: Draft Telecommunk ations Bill b iplained 


BROGOS 100096 (lnsernet) brench Mimary of Postal 
Serves, Telecommuncanons, and Space WWW 
in French 30 Apr — 


[ Eaplanatios of Reasonmng” belied the Draft Bill on 
Telecommuns ations Regulatoms of the French Ropuh- 


FRANCE 21 


le subatutiod Dy the munisicr dciegaic toe tclocommun- 
Cabom and space! 


(FBIS Translated Text) in proposing 4 acw tclocom- 
mumcatons togulauom law. the government socks to 
prowede stecli with all the onstruments noeded to Consul- 
atc and guaranice publ scrvice is af industry which 
% cescotial lof Our County, lo strengthen the compet- 
mene Of Our ccomomy, and to chalice users to pen- 
wincly heacht trom all tac advantages of Competstion 


This draft ts patt of a pencral movement wothen the 
European Union to open up the tclecommunications 
industry (© COmMpelion. sudscgucnt to 4 unanimous 
dectuon of the member state: This evolution is, in 
fact. the appropriate response to the development of 
tclocommumications technologies, which we Chossing 
herders and creating a demand on the part of users 
to which a muluplciy of supply in other words, 
compeution — can heticr respond than can a singic 
oper alow 


Drafted following troad public consultation of the 
players invelved, thus teat provides the foundation 
for an openmng of the telocommunk sions industry to 
competition by means of appropnaic regulations 


The draft law which is submutiod to you will thus make 
it posse to traverse a decisive sage om the mainic- 
nance and development of a public telecommunnk ations 
service in a capidly changing environment, and to ob- 
tain for our Country the full benefit of an industry with 
a comsideraMc potential tot growth and mnovation 


The draft law on teloconmmumication,s regulabons con 
tains foul Mam sectlioms 


— The first lays down the condmions under which 
competition takes place This means first of all the 
legal comtest for creating public octworks and the 
provision of telephone service to the public, which will 
he open to competition on | January 1998, but it also 
means the 1vterconne ton of networks and allocation of 
telephone numbers whach will guarantee the universality 
of COMMURK ations and seTVICes, 


The sccond relates to the provision of a public 
tclocommuntications service in a COMpetitive cAVITOR- 
ment, « defines its content, sects out the modalies for 
its Provisson, and cn-ures its financing, 


The third sects up a regulatory body having the 
necessary independence to reconcile the caitence in 
thes industry of several operators and the presence of 
a domaant goveramem controlled emerpnse [Prance 
Telecom), with the government comerving the hack 
rule-sctiing and docmmonmaking power in the arca of 
pull scrvace (fates. tnancengt. 
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— The fourth creates the instruments for a genuine mod- 
ernizatton of frequency management, which constitutes 
af essential resource for tclecommunications activities 
and opens up the way for a better uulization of this re- 
source. 


L. Establishing Suitable Regulations 

This draft law is inspired by three principles: freedom of 
performance of activities in the industry; the provision 
of a public service and a universal tclecommunications 
service; and a separation of the functions of operator 
and reguiator. 

The telecommunications minister and the Telecommu- 
nications Regulation Authority will be responsible for 
implementing these within the framework of their re- 
spective competences. They must also guaranice the 
principle of the privacy of communications, which is 
mandatory for all operators but naturally is not an ob- 
stacle to the exercise of the government's security func- 
tions (Art. L32-1). 


The telecommunications minister will establish the 
competition rules; in other words, he will negotiate 
international and EU rules, prepare laws and decrees, 
and monitor the public and universal character of the 
service. If he wishes, he may call on the powers of the 
Authority to ensure proper management. 


An independent telecommunications regulatory author- 
ity will be responsible for establishing the competition 
rules defined by the law and implementing decrees. This 
authority will be a specialized body whose role will 
be to ensure the proper furctioning of the market and 
of competition and to protect the interests of all users, 
im an industry characterized by features which justify 
a specific type of regulation. The maintenance of an 
ambitious public service in a competitive environment: 
the transition from a monopolistic to a more compet- 
tive market; and the obligation for all new operators w 
imterconnect to the existing universal nctwork. This is 
why this specialized body must he able to quickly re- 
solve disputes related to interconnection and access to 
the network resulting from the dominant position which 
France Telecom will occupy for a long time. 


However, the creation of this authority docs not mean 
that a specific competition law will be drafted. On the 
contrary, this body is closely connected with the Compe- 
ution Council. This is provided for in the draft, notably 
by streamlining appeal procedures and establishing rro- 
cedures for reciprocal notification. 


The creation of a collegial regulatory body, whose in- 
dependence relative to the government resides in the 
fact that its members cannot be dismissed from office. 
also seems indispensable for ensuring the credibility and 
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continuity of this regulatory funcuion, thus giving conh- 
dence to all investors, government or privaie organiza- 
tions, by separating the function of regulator from that 
of shareholder in the public operator, taking into con- 
sideration the government's commitment that the France 
Telecom operator shall remain a government-controlied 
enterprise for the long term. 


Nonetheless, the competences of the Regulation Au- 
thonty. defined so as to enable it to enforce compe- 
tition rules and monitor their effective compliance, will 
be limited: The government will keep decisionmaking 
power in the area of granting individual licenses, which 
will be added to its general regulatory power and its 
decisionmaking power in the areca of rates and financ- 
ing of the public service. For all the areas in which the 
Regulation Authority may intervene, decrees will spec- 
ify the rules established by law, determine the principles 
which it must respect, and delineate its acuion. Methods 
of recourse will enable cach relevant entity to challenge 
decisions of the Authority before a judge (Art. L36 et 


seq.). 
Il. Guaranteeing a Public and Universal Service 


The government's foremost objective is to consoli- 
date and guaranice a public and universal service in 
a telecommunications industry open to competion. Its 
importance requires effective oversight by the national 
representative agency: The Higher Commission for Pub- 
lic Service of Postal Services and Telecommunications, 
set up in 1990 and including representatives of cach 
of the two Assemblies, will be responsible for ensunng 
that the principles of public service and universal ser- 


vice are respected in the industry. 
1. The Concept of Public Service 


The desire to achieve a balance between the liberaliza- 
tion and harmonization measures of the tclecommuni- 
cations industry in Europe, embodied in the resolutions 
of the EU Council, is reflected in this draft law by a 
clear and comprehensive definition of the concept of a 
public and universal telecommunications service and the 
conditions for its provision, respecting the three basic 
principics of public service: Equality; continuity; and 


adaptability 


The text defines the concept of public service (An. L345) 
as follows: 


— Universal telephone service; in other words, the mak- 
ing available of telephone service (as well as telephone 
booths. a telephone directory, and an information ser- 
vice) nationwide and at an affordable cost: 1.¢., with rate 
obligations to ensure access to everyone (including, if 
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necessary, special rates for certain categories of sub- 
scribers, notably due to thew handicap or their income 
level) and to avoid discrimination based on geographic 
location (the principle of geographic equalization): 


— The mandatory telecommunications services which 
must be provided nationwide and whose rates are free 
provided the principles of public service are respected: 
Access to the digital network (ISDN [integrated ser- 
vices digital network]); leased lines; data transm:ssion: 
advanced voice telephony services: telex: and 

— Public interest funcuons in the area of telecommuani- 
cations ensured by or for the government and for which 
the government assumes responsibility: defense and se- 
curity; higher education: government research. 
Technological progress and the dissemination of appii- 
cations should enrich the concept of universal service 
and of mandatory public services al the same time: A 
review clause will enable revision every five years of 
the corresponding obligations for operators (Ari. L35- 
7). 


2. The Provision of Public Service 


Universal service, consisting of the provision to every- 
one of quality telephone service at an affordable price 
(i.¢.. routing subscribers’ communications as well as 


All operators will be required to ensure that emergency 
calls can be made free of charge. 


The quality of the universal service will be monitored, 
under conditions established by the operator's coniract 
specifications, by means of precise objectives such as 
ume limits for hookup, intervention, or repair; fault 
and availability rates, and time limits for providing 
information. 


The rate regulation of the universal service, in other 
words the setting of long-term objectives and the au- 
thorization of certain service rates included in univer- 
sal service, will be done by the tclecommunx ations and 
economy ministers based on the advice of the regulavion 
authority. This involves guarantecing the affordability 
of the universal service and respect for the principle of 
equality, even if systems of optional rates are developed 
elsewhere. 


The setting of long-term rate objectives by the gov- 
eramemt will make it possible ta particular to ensure 
that major rate reductions resulting from competition or 
technological progress will benefit all segments of the 
population, not jusi the largest users. 


The requirements regarding rate control and the quality 
of the universal service will be stipulated in the opera- 
tors’ contract specifications. 


FRANCE 23 


The draft law also includes legal guarantees regarding 
the services which France Telecom must provide in thei 
entirety throughout the country: Offering advanced ser- 
vices of voice telephony, defined by the so-called voice 
telephony ONP [Open Network Provisioa}] Direcuve of 
13 December 1995 including, for example, services of 
call transfer, call back, or caller identification; and offe-- 
ing access to the ISDN network, leased lines, the packet 
switched data service, and telex (Art. 35-5). 


Finally, the draft recalls that the eovernment has its own 
public interest mussions in the tclecommunications 1n- 
dustry, which it performs or entrusts to operators which 
it remunerates: For this purpose, it can impose security- 
and defense-related conditions on operators in return 
for just compensation for the resulting expenses. Bud- 
gctary resources presently provided by France Telecom 
will be allocated to the financing of higher education 
in telecommunications staring with the 1997 budget. 
Telecommunications research of public interest will be 
performed by the government or on its behalf and un- 
der its responsibility. This, of course, does not call into 
question either the status or the role of the CNET [Na- 
uonal Center for Telecommunications Research], most 
of whose research is related to the operator's strategy 
and which will remain the research and development 
body of France Telecom (Ar. L35-6). 


3. Universal Service Funding 


The draft establishes the funding procedures necessary 
to guarantee that the universal service is provided at 
affordable rates, in its dual cspect of nationwide ratc 
equality (geographic equalization) and affordability for 
the enure population (Art. L35S- 2). 


All public network and public telephone service oper- 
ators will have to participate in the universal service's 
funding in proportion to thew share of tota) telephone 
traffic. 


Toward this end, the draft provides for the greatest 
possibic transparency and visibility regarding the cos! 
of universal service obligations and the way in which 11 
is estumated and distributed among operators. 


The group of economic experts established by the 
iclecommunications minister has mace it possible to 
define the various elements of this cost. 


Leaving aside the cost of publi telephone booths, 
telephone directones, and informauon services, the cost 
of universal telephone service breaks down into: 


— A geographic component resulting from geographi 
tate equalization: Current estimates vary between | 
and 2 percent of revenues according to international 
comparisons, or about 2 tilhon Preach francs (Pr). and 





repert may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and dissemination 
8 protubited without permiesen of the copyright owners 

















u FRANCE 


Fr6 billion according to France Telecom; the studies 
necessary to specify this cost are being carricd oul by 
the Telecommunications Ministry: and 

— A social component whose content will evolve. The 
development of an accessible telephone service has his- 
torically been ensured by keeping subscription and local 
call rates far below the actual cost, while this was being 
compensated for by very high long-distance rates. The 
introduction of competition should result in rate policies 
which better reflect the economic costs of various ser- 
vices, in particular a reduction in long-distance rates and 
a rebalancing of the traditional operators’ subscription 
rates based on the market. Nonetheless. these rebalanc- 
ings may only be progressive and must be accompanied 
by the creation of special rates for the lowesi-income 
users. 


By way of example, the cost caused by imbalances in 
the current rate structure, taking into consideration the 
respective subscription costs in France (Fr4$ before tax) 
and in countries where the market has been liberalized 
(on the order of F S to Fr70 before tax), is estimated at 
some Fr6 to 7 billion: This imbalance will be gradually 
chiminated 


The cost resulting from introducing special rates for cer- 
tain Calegories of persons, due to cither their handicap 
or their income, is estimated at between FrS00 million 
and Fri billion. 

The draft provides for two modes of payment: An addi- 
uonal fee paid at the time of interconnection will com- 
pensate the cost of the geographic equalization as well 
as that resulting from imbalances in the universal ver · 
vice’s rate structure; and a contribution to the universal 
service fund will compensate the cost of other univer- 
sal service obligations, such as offering special rates for 
low-income or handicapped subscribers, providing pub- 
lic telephones, and offering a telephone directory and 
an information service. After rate imbalances have been 
eliminated through the normal functioning of the mar- 
ket, the universal service fund will be the only mecha- 
nism for financing the universal service 


To encourage all operators to offer special rates for so- 
cially deprived subscribers, under conditions supulated 
in their contract specifications, the draft provides that, 
if an operator makes such an offer, the net cost of this 
offer. in other words the cost represented by the sub- 
scribers who effectively benefit from these special rates, 
will be deducted from his contribution to the universal 
service fund. 


fl. Giving Players Clear and Predictable Rules 


The second objective of this draft law is to strengthen 
the competitiveness of our economy by promoting the 
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development of a service industry and of telecommu- 
nicauons equipment which are high- quality and capa- 
bie of meeting the most varied needs of enterprises, for 
whom the rates and the quality of the telecommunica- 
tions offered, as well as the availability of innovative 
services, constitute key factors of productivity and ex- 
cellence. 


This competitiveness objective relies on the establish- 
ment of clear and predictable competition rules favonng 
investment and equitable for both France Telecom and 
its Competitors. In parucular, operators established in 
France — mobile operators, cable operators, and man- 
agers of alternative infrastructures — have advantages 
in this arca which they must be allowed to develop. 


In accordance with the resolutions of the EU Councils of 
22 July 1993 and 7 February 1994, all telecommunica- 
lions activities will be open to competition on | January 
1998, and aficr | July 1996 alternative infrastructures 
will be liberalized for the provision of services already 


open to competion. 


The draft law thus puts an end to France Telecom's 
currently existing monopoly to establish public nctwork 
infrastructures and provide the public with fixed tele- 
phone service. It lays down the rules for installing such 
networks and providing telephone service to the public. 
In accordance with EU law, the number of licenses will 
not be limited except for the special case where the lack 
of technical availability of frequencies prevents all de- 
mands from being met. In this case, frequencies will be 
assigned on the basis of transparent criteria (Art. L33- 
1-V). 


The draft begins by providing an updated definiuon of 
the main terms used in the postal service and telecom- 
mumcations code. In particular. it defines the key con- 
cept of interconnection. It also rescinds the definition 
of “termination points” [points de terminaison), which 
expenence has shown to have no genuine application. 


In paralicl with this, it simplifies and cases the legal 
context established in 1990 for activites opened to 
competition at that time. 


(a) Telecommunications Networks 


— Networks Open to the Public 


A precise definition of networks open to the public is 
given: All networks which are not reserved for use 
by one of more closed user groups for thew internal 
communications (Ar. L432). 


These networks can thus be established by means of 
a locose and contract specifications, whose rules arc 
largely drawn from those currentiy applicable to motile 
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networks and which have been supplemented to account 
for the multiplicity of operators and of new conditions 
of participation ip the obligations of universal service 
(Art. L33-:-1). 

To improve the conditions necessary for fair compe- 
tition, the draft provides for cases in which separate 
bookkeeping or the establishment of subsidiary compa- 
nies will be mandatory (the threshold for separate book- 
keeping established by the Commission directive of 13 
March 1996 is BECUSO million, or some Fr350 million 
(Art. L33-1-I]. 

The current mechanism which limits foreign participa- 
tions — except those held by nationals of the European 
Econcmuic Area - in companies authorized to establish 
& wireless network open to the public, is maintained. 
However, it is supplemented to ensure equal treatment 
of international operators as well as comparable access 
for operators to third-country markets (Art. L33-1-IIl 
and IV). 


— Independent Networks 

The establishment of independent networks, which is 
henceforth a competitive activity, will be authorized in 
a tacit manner from the time the networks mect the gen- 
eral conditions imposed by the basic requirements, pub- 
lic safety regulations, and establishment requifcrments 
stipulated by decree. Networks whose operation requires 
the precise allocation of frequencies will have tc obtain 
an explicit license which will specify the frequencies 
they may use (Art. L33-2). 

Finally, proximity networks and public booths not 
pertaining to the public line will be established freely, 


as well as — as provided by the present provision — 
certain wireless installations (Art. L 33-3). 


(b>) Telecommunications Services 


As is presently the case. services not provided to the 


public are unregulated. Services provided to the public 
are classified into two main categories: 


(1) Telephone Service 

Telephone service to the public may be provided 
regardless of the technology, whether fixed or mobile, or 
the network used by obtaining a license. In accordance 
with the resolutions of the EU Council of Ministers, the 
number of licenses will not be limited but the provisson 
of the service will be subject to compliance with the 
conditions laid down in the contract specifications. 


When a provider of telephone service proposes to 
establish, in whole or in part, his own infrastructures to 
provide the service, he will be granted a unique license 
for his dual activity. 
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(2) Other Services 


The provision of other services, such as dala ransmis- 
sion services or value added services, which are already 
subject to competition, is a priori unregulated (Art. L34- 
2). These services will only be subject to a procedure 
if they use cither frequencies, in which case they are 
licensed (Art. L34-3), or a cable network established 
for the distribution of radio and television services, in 
which case they are registered (Art. L34-4). 


(c) Interconnection 


In accordance with the resolution adopted by the EU 
Council of Ministers on 13 June 1995, interconnection 
will be one of the essential parameters of the organi- 
zation and regulation of the telecommunications mar- 
ket after 1998. Any operator of the public network or 
provider of telephone service to the public will receive 
the night to interconnection with the networks open to 


the public. 


Nonctheless, interconnection covers different services 
depending on whether it involves interconnection be- 
tween two network operators, where the provision of the 
service can be described as reciprocal, or interconnec- 
tion between a network operator and a service provider, 
where the network operator in fact offers the service 
provider access to his network. These different services 
justify offering different interconnection rates to these 
two Categories of customers, favoring those who offer a 
reciprocal service, in other words the network operators. 


All operators of networks open to the public must 
accede to reasonable interconnection requests. Those 
having a sizable share of the market will be subject 
to additional obligations: To publish an interconnection 
tender and offer rates reflecting the actual cost to 
other nctwork operators and providers of telephone 
service to the public; to implement the principles of an 
open network by ensuring transparent, objective, and 
nondiscriminatory access to providers of other services; 
and to ensure, where necessary, special access to their 
nctwork 


In case of disagreement or when the obligations are not 
met, technical and financial conditions to imterconnec- 
tion and nctwork access can be set by the Telecom- 
munications Regulation Authority within a limited time 
periad, currently six months in the draft EU directives 
(Art. L 44-8). 


(d) Terminal Equipment 


The current regulation is being adapted so as to make 


it possthle both to guarantee the independence of 
the laboratones involved and to allow the progressive 


development of quality control procedures (Art. L 34-9). 
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(e) User Rights (g) Coordination 
This reform should also enable all users to benefit from The current role of the two specialized consultative 


tion, and the creation of a universal phone directory 
containing information on all network subscribers. Each 
person, of course, will retain the right not to be included 
in a telephone directory (Art. L35-4). 


User rights are strengthened: The derogatory regime 
which limits France Telecom's liability in case of 
a serious fault is eliminated. The operators’ contract 
specifications will make it possible to verify that the 
contracts proposed contain indemnification clauses. 


(f) Assignment of Numbers 


The assignment of numbers is also an essential factor in 
making competition accessible to everyone in a simple 
manner. 


The telephone numbers for the services of the various 
operators will be in an equivalent form for the users. 


The so-called question of portability of numbers is im- 
portant in this respect. This involves allowing a person 
who does not change his residence to be able to keep 


a “portable number.” The new number assignment plan, 
which will make i pd wwe Ady -papctted 
and the implementation of a new 
architecture based on “intelligent network” technology 
will make it to offer this advanced service of 
geographically “portable numbers” as of 2001. ht will 
——— 


Capacities (in general, on the order of 10 to 20 percent 
of the subscriber switch). 


commissions, which include in equal proportions users, 
service providers, and experts, will be strengthened and 
extended to the new services (Art. L34-5). 


(h) New Encryption Regulations (Art. 12) 


Encryption regulations are modified to enable develop- 
ment of secure transactions and electronic trading which 
are indispensable to the competitiveness of the new in- 
formation services, while respecting certain Constraints 
necessary for national security. 


A regime of free use is thus provided when use is 
made of approved agencies, commonly referred to 
as “trustworthy third parties,” to obtain encryption 
services as well as equipment which does not enable the 
confidentiality of messages to be ensured [as published], 
or other services to be determined by regulation. 


(i) Effectiveness of Rules 


Several provisions enable this new framework to be 
implemented rapidly: 

— The liberalization of telephone service on cable net- 
works must enter into effect, regardless of the installa- 
tion regulations, upon payment of a just remuncration 
to the owner (Art. L34-4); 


— So-called alternative telecommunications infrastruc- 
tures will be able to be used for managing the network 
or providing services other than telephone service as of 
1 July 1996, and as of | January 1998 for telephone 
service (Art. L 34-7); 


— The new operators will be able to establish their 
infrastructure on public property, under conditions of 
equal competition, by obtaining the necessary permis- 
sion of the appropriate authorities. The use of public 
property by France Telecom will cease to be free of 
charge (Art. L45-1 et seq.) and will lead to the payment 
of fees for using public property on the order of those 
paid by EDF [French Electricity Company] (Fri50 mil- 
hon per year). 


All operators will benefit equally from casements on 
private property. To protect the environment, casements 
allowing the installation of frontage overhead facilives 
are climinated (Art. L48). 


A specific provision ts provided to ensure the protection 
of radio centers estaMished by new operators (An. LS6- 
| and L62-1). 
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IV. The National Agency for Radio Frequencies 


Radio frequencies are a collective, limited commodity, 
but the need for frequencies continucs to grow. From 
cordiess telephone to satellites. microwave telecommu- 
nications are multiplying to the benefit of the public. 
However, civil telecommunications is for from being the 
only user of the spectrum, which is shared with other 
users for the needs of either the government or industrial 
and commercial operators. France's current organization 
of interministerial management of the spectrum is no 
longer suited to the speed of technical changes and the 
importance of the economic stakes involved. The draft 
proposes the creation of a National Frequency Manage- 
ment Agency capable of leading a review of the use of 
frequencies for the benefit of all users and of accom- 
plishing the increasingly complex technical tasks asso- 
ciated with sharing of the available frequencies. This 
reform also opens up the way to a better utilization of 
the resource. 


The agency's activities will have an intermunisterial na- 
ture, involving research into future developments, plan- 
ning, project study and development, and internavional 
action. It will organize and coordinate control of fre- 
quency use and handle complaints of interference. It 
will also be able to carry out operational activities cn- 
trusted to it through agreements or by ministries of other 
outside bodies wishing to avail themselves of tts exper- 
tise and resources (Art. 11). 


In conclusion, the text presented to you 1s characterized 
by three primary concerns: 


— To guarantee to everyone the excellence of public 
telecommunications service and all of the benefits 


expected from competition: 


— To create a favorable context for economic players 
to develop their activities under conditions of taw 
compeution and equal access to scarce resources, and 


— To provide the government with a modern and 
efficient regulatory power. 


France: Chirac on First Year in Office, Priorities 


BRO70S135996 Paris LE MONDE in French 
7? May % pis 


[Article by French President Jacques Chirac: There Is 
a Tremendous Amount of Work To Be Done — The 
Field Is Open to Everyone | 


(PBIS Translated Teat] A year has passed sine the 
presidental election. 


FRANCE 27 


So now it is ory natural to step back and assess what 
has been achieved, even if the duration of my sevea- 
year term makes the various conclusions drawn rather 
random and uncertain by virtue of their being premature. 


For this 7 May | do not wish to speak to you about the 
recent past. Sut rather about the future, our future. My 
choices are not dictated by the demands of the momeat. 
but by the notion | have formed of France, its prospects, 
HS EXPectatvons. ils hopes. 


I know that for many Frenchmen the change they are 
hoping for is coming too slowly. The effort required 
would appear to be too much for some people. They 
have trouble understanding the sense and scope of the 
reforms we have undertaken and do not always see the 
fruits that they will reap from them in the long term. 


There 1s a great deal to be done, everyone is aware of 
this. And if there ts much to be done it is because we 
have acquired some had habuts. 


Through imertia 1 required less efforts, by our lack of 
courage, sometimes as a result of opportunism, for a 
long ume we put off the reforms required to modernize 
France and adapt ut to this day and age. Too often we 
opted for the short-term chowe and thereby sacrificed 
our long-term prospects. We have not managed our 
affairs in a scrous manner. We have allowed public 
spending to spiral out of control and let the deficits pile 


up. 


IE asked the government to stop the rot. For a clear 
reason. A nation, rather like a family, cannot live on 
credit in the long term. The detts of today are the 
taxes that our children will have to pay tomorrow, 
just as we ate now paying for the excessive laxity 
in which we indulged ourselves yesterday. All this is 
weakening our country and, at the end of the day, 
feeding unemployment. Our voice and our influence in 
the world havc been weakened. 


It *s on the name of this simple idea that the government 
is determined to cleaning up our economy, putting our 
finances hack on order, and curting our deficits. In 1995 
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public spending was cut as it had never been cul before, 
thereby creating the conditions for a considerable — and 
essential — drop in interest rates. 

kh is not just Maastricht and its convergence criteria 
that are providing the inspiration for our approach. lt 
is above all our common sense. It is the desire to build 
solid foundations for France. 
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are to reduce spending. 


u 
4 
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savings made somewhere cise. That is the mission | 
have given the head of the government and cach of his 


ciency cannot be achieved — quite the contrary — by 
country like ours. where turning to the state is second 


full dynamic role that they should be playing in 
nation. They must be given space to take effect, to 
creative and take initiatives. The challenges which 
Prance is facing make this imperative. 

A few 


years ago. globalization was still nothing more 
than an abstract concept and al the same time a vague 
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threat. Today it is a reality that the public is grasping 
increasingly clearly. The world is changing fast. France 
must change al the same speed as the world. 

We are not going along with globalization without 
any assets. Our cconomy is healthy. The franc is 
inspiring confidence. Our financial markets are among 
the most efficient. We have brought inflation under 
control, thereby ensuring the competitiveness of our 
products, as our foreign trade results indicate. We are 
the fourth- ranking economic power on the planet and, 
OM a per Capita basis, we export more than the United 
States or Japan. In other words, we are in a position 
to profit, more than others, from globalization. Our 
companies, whether industrial, agricultural, or financial, 
have everything to gain by conquering foreign markets. 
The vitality of our research, the size of our investments, 
the performance of our leading-edge technologies are 
the best guarantors of our future development. They are 
sO many decisive advantages in international economic 
competition. 


But while we have our assets, we are also suffering 
from some serious handicaps. In addition to the need to 
reduce public spending, it is the state in its entirety that 
must reform itself. 


The government has embarked on some fundamental re- 
forms. They will be taken to their conclusion. Whether 
it 18 a Question of social protection, housing policy, town 
planning, the modernization of our public services, the 
professionalization of the Armed Forces, the restruc- 
turing of the defense industries, or the reform of the 
telecommunications sector, we shall stay the course. 


Employment is the focus of our priorities. Freeing 
up our companies’ capabilities to take initiatives, be 
they small- of medium-sized enterprises, reducing the 
cost of labor for the jobs requiring least qualifications, 
fighting against long-term unemployment, developing 
personal services, re-arranging and reducing working 
tume, mobilizing people in favor of the hiring of young 


people and thew integration into professional life. All 
these are objectives around which the enure government 


has been mobilized, attentive to the initiatives of the 
social partners. 


All these developments are necessary. But those which 
concern people's training are even more decisively 
important. At school, as at university, changes must be 
made if we want to remain faithful to the ideals of our 
Republic. Guaranteeing equal rights. Giving people a 


second chance. Succeeding in integration. Guaranteeing 
everyone training that will lead to a job. 


Another major requirement is to ensure that our odu- 
cation system develops. For young Frenchmen, and for 
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Prance, too much is al stake for us to put off unul tomor- 
row what must be done today. In every domain, faced 
with conservatism of every kind, | shail be on the side 
of reform, just as | shall be on the side of those who 
choose to be bold and opt to be magnanimous in order 
to anticipate the future. 


In five years, in 10 years, our society will no longer 
be the same. And the foundations for this society of 


tomorrow are being laid today. 

An increasing aumber of people are retiring carly. Their 
knowledge and experience are too often lost for the 
younger generations. 


Professional life is becoming more and more mohile and 
diverse. Constant training, retraining, and the learning 
of new professions are absolutely imperative. Are we 
capable of meeting these vital requirements’ 
Individual entrepreneurs, creators of businesses, self- 
employed workers: These new forms of activity are 
developing cach day, opening up prospects to everyone 
that are different than those facing individual salancd 
workers. Has everything been done to facilitate the 
initiatives of these Frenchmen who want to be masters 
of their own professional desuny’ 

New technologies are increasingly shaping our daily 
life. Are we going to use them to facilitate access 
to knowledge and enable people to get more out of 
themselves, and buttress their sense of being part of 
a culture and a nation? 


Salaried workers want to reconcile their personal aspira- 
tions better and better with their professional life. Have 
we sufficiently considered the constantly changing rela- 
tions between man and his job’ 


There is a wemendous amount of work to be done and 
the field is open to everyone. 


Of course, reform presupposes consultation, education, 
and explanation. Time spent in dialogue is never time 
wasted. | call upon the state, the social partners, 
professional organizations, associations, and everybody 
with responsibility in public and private life to all 
take part in this dialogue. The French people need 
to understand where we want to lead them. It is a 
requirement of democracy. It is the key to confidence. 


Change wornes peopic, and that is only natural, but our 
people — contrary to some received opinions — are not 
conservative. Such reform, considered to be impossible 
just a few months ago. can be embarked upon today 
because people's minds are developing now that they 
have been better informed. lt would be a serious error 
to argue as if public opimon, in terms of its psychology. 
its expectations its view of the future. its awareness of 
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what is at stake, was unchangeable. It is this capacity 
to adagt to our time that is the basis of my opumism. 


This opumism is something | would like the French 
people, and above all young French people, to share. 
We have too great a tendency to underestimate our 
capabilities. While being critical is a useful trait, the 
spirit of denigration is dangerous. it paralyses us and 
dissuades us from taking initiatives. It ruins our chances, 
pushing our socicty to collapse on itself, fearful of the 
future and indifferent to world trends. 


And yet we merely have to cross our borders to 
understand what France represents and become aware 


of the hopes and expectations it arouses. 


Strong and proud of its history, France has a certain 
vision of the world. It has a singular role to play there. 


Above all France has great ambitions in Europe and 
for Europe. it wants to make the Europeans’ Europe 
depicted in our memorandum on the European social 
model. It wants Europe to regain the place that it 
occupied for a long time in history: The Union must 
have a true identity, shored up by a single currency, a 
trade policy, and a common foreign and defense policy. 


France and Europe must contribute to the emergence of 
a mulupolar world: By renewing the Atlantic alliance, 
with a genuine European pillar; by proposing a new 
security structure for our continent that includes Russia; 
by restoring the balance of the triangle of growth 
comprising North America, Europe, and East Asia; by 
encouraging imstances of regional integration, which are 
factors of stability and balance, from Latin America to 
Southeast Asia, and tomorrow to the Middle East. 


This desire to modernize our foreign policy, to get 
on top of our immediate future, must induce us to 
take the initiative whenever required with imagination, 
Pragmatism, and determination. 


Renewing our partnership with the Maghreb countries 
and our links with Africa, giving the French-speaking 
world new institutions, regaining our place in the 
Middle East. and reaffirming a genuine European- 
Meoditerrancan solidarity: All these are ambitions of 
France, but also of Europe, which must play a political 
role in the world that ts in keeping with its economic 
aid 


in order to make this policy the coherence it deserves, 
two mayor decisions had to be made: First the final senes 
of nuclear tests to guarantee our security in the long term 
and participate fully im the disarmament negotiations. 
Second, the reform of our defense forces, so as to 
holster our security more and more effectively assume 
our responsitilites in and outside Europe 
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5) FRANCE 


While France has a clear. global vision of is role in 
tomorrow's world, it also has convictions and idcals to 
defend. 


kh is being faithful to itself when it consistently and 
ubiquitously expresses a social imperauve which. for 
me, draws on the sources of Gaullism. When it proposes 
and defends a European social model and when 1 fights 
for universal rules guaranteeing human dignity at work 
to be respected in internavonal trade. 

ht is being faithful to itself when it consistently and 
ubiquitously picads for progress to be made with respect 
to human nghts and democracy. 

On all these fronts France is expressing its idcas and 
pushing ahead with them. Our compatriots can be proud 
of the place our country occupies on the world stage. 
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it is not a case of foreign policy on the one hand and 
domestic policy on the other. lt is a question of France's 
policy. This policy, which the government is conducting 
under my authority, follows from a twofold desire. To 
regain some room for mancuver and make progress 
again inside our country. And beyond our borders to 
regain some leeway for sovereignty. In this way the 
French, who are now displaying solidarity in the effort 
to achieve recovery asked of us all, will be able to share 
the fruits of a prosperity guaranteed for much time to 


come, to everybody's benefit 
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Italy: General Says Army Ready for Secesxionist 
Viabence 


BRO705 132196 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in htalian 
7 May 9% p2 


[Unatwributed report: “The Army Does Not Fear Bossi's 
Plans”) 


{FBIS Transiaicd Text] is the Army worned about 
the threat of secession brandished by Bossi’? “Bossi's 
pronouncements are not worth taking scnously, not even 
for the purposes of a simulated cxercise; real grounds 
for secession do not cxist, but should anyone take him 
seriously, intervention by the Army, whose members 
have sworn fidelity to the Republic. would be a foregone 
conclusion.” Thus spoke Lieutenant General Picriuigi 
Bortoloso, commander of the Tosco-Emiliana military 
fegion, who is in charge of the Eolo ‘96 ltalo-Franco- 
Sparish imterallied exercise, . o\cred its final stage 
in F. wence yesterday. French an == anish commanders, 
Ait Commodore General Jean-Prerre Job and Admiral 
Antonio Moreno Barbera, are also taking part in the 
maneuvers 


“The problem is quintessentially a political one,” Bor- 
toloso said, “and it would be out of place for me to 
comment. All | can do is point out that throughout the 
SO years of the Republic's history, the Italian Armod 
Forces have proven a factor that has guaranteed national 
unity.” No comment on the Bossi and Northern seces- 
sion phenomenon from Jean-Pierre Job. “It is an Malian 
matter, and | am here to take part in an exercise. Nothing 
cise matters to me,” he said. However, Moreno Barbera 
emphasized the difference between Bossi's secessionist 
tendencies and the situation in Catalonia, “whose au- 
tonomy ts established and regulated by the Constitution. 
and whose men have played an active role in the forma- 
tion of the new Spanish central government,” he said. 


The hypothesis of secession “cannot be taken into 
consideration, not even purely for the purposes of an 
exercise,” as Licutenant General Pierluigi Borioloso 
confirmed in an interview with the Florenune Channc! 
10 television station. The top ranks of the Armed Forces 
have already expressed their views on the League s 
threats of secession on previous occasions. Former 


ITALY a} | 


Chief of General Army Staff Goffredo Canmo expressed 
humsclf in 90 uncertain terms in the wake of a number 
of forceful speeches by Bossi and Migho referring to 
generals ready for secession in 1993: “Any sovon of 
secession in the country can only encounter our ulicr, 
absolutc, and determined opposition. The fact of the 
matter is that Bossi and Miglio are creating a lat of 
confusion, ahead and then jamming on the 
brakes... However, I think that by dint of crying wolf... 
As I, and not only |, see i, any military men who take 
a different view ate to be regarded as nothing shor of 
traitors.” 


Chief of General Staff Canino then went on to repeat: 
“We are a national Army. We have sworn fidelity to 
the single staic, and we are all, absolutely all, on this 
same wavelength. So any notion of secession can only 
encounter our whoichearied opposition.” 


Italy: Poll Assewes Backing for Northern Secession 


BROSOS 112996 Milan FAMIGLIA CRISTIANA 
in Halan 15 May 9% p 27 


[Unattributed report: “Federalism Yes, Secession Yes 
and No” — all figures are percentages) 


{FBIS Translated Text] Below are the results of an 
opimon poll conducted by SWG [Integrated Research 
Services} on behalf of FAMIGLIA CRISTIANA using 
a sample of S00 people resident in Piedmont, Lombardy, 
the Veneto, Trentino, and Fnuli who admitted to voung 
for the League 2! April. Some 9 percent would 
“certainly” follow Bossi if he were to declare the 
secession of the North, while some 14.3 percent would 
“probably” adhere to the cause. The poll also shows that 
there ts more support for an accord with the Olive Tree 
than with the Freedom Pole. 


Did you vote for the League back in 19947 





Yes s22 
No 7.7 


— — — — — — 


No aneed of 
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Would you follow the League if it were to declare _— Italy: Foreign Ministry Official Previews Foreign 
the secession of the North from the rest of Italy? Policy 

BROSOS 140796 Rome L'UNITA im talian 8 May 9 
pis 




















Yes corusaly ~ 

Yes. probably Me fimermew with Bors Biancheri, Malian Foreign Min- 
istry secretary gencral, by unnamed correspondent in 

Ves, pochaps — Rome, date mt given: “How Nice ht Would Be To 

No 296 Copy America 1: Bu”) 

No answer 64 {FBIS Translated Text] (Correspondent) What will the 





new goverameat’s first foreign policy task be? 
Do you think it would be easier for the League to [Biancheri} One of the issues that will defin‘tely be at 

















Wath the Freedom Poic J 44 bridged, bringing Europe closer to the man in the 
street and the issucs of interest to him: employment 
Sn _ first of all, but also cooperation as far as justice, the 
Wid perth wos fight against crime, and the environment are concerned, 
* 170 1 think. Addressing these issues at the European level 
will bring the public closer to the federative process, but 








Are you fully, somewhat, or not at all satisfied with navional institutions that have to take them on, so it will 
the 

















i "s election result? be even more necessary to have the right tools. 

[Correspondent] Talking about tools, what docs our 

‘ ” 

* —8 foreaagn policy need 
F BRiache) The ministry needs a major overhaul. We 
way think there ts a need for a far-reaching restructuring 
Not mmc th 4% of the diplomatic nctwork, enhancing its competence 
ano T in economic and financial matters, and of the consular 
nctwork, which has to acquire a greater ability to pro- 
No enewer = 17 _  fote Halian society's cconomic and cultural interests. 











Achieving this major goal requires a thorough struc- 
tural overhaul: It is being demanded by members of the 
Which of the following comcsxsions should the gov- public, by Pusinessmen, and by our diplomatic network 
ernment make in order to win the League's ? itself, What we have in mind is « structure based more 
on geographical criteria: Burope, Africa, Middle East, 

















America. 
Beoed decestahsae of 23.2 
powers tw the regrome! (Correspondent) How long will the reform take? 
[Biancheri| i may not even take very long. Parliament 
Vues ensnany Cr Ge aa has loosened up the law consideratly and has enabled 
: the munistrics to carry out their own reforms. We want to 
A federal am. a6 take advantage of thes opportunity and reform ourselves. 
— a? What is more, we think we can do it a zero cost 





This docs not mean that the ministry docs not need 
to recover funding. which has dwindled, in practice. 
to below subwistence level: We have dropped from 
0.7 tw 02 ipercent] of the government budge. But it 
will not he he mantstenal reform that costs moncy: In 
tisel!, 1 can be carned ow af vero cost, and it may 
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that checks have to be kept, bui what we need are checks 


on matiers of substance and personal responsibility. not 
hair-splitting Checks on maiters of form. 


{Correspondent} You were ambassador in Washington 
for four years before returning to the Farnesina [Foreign 
Ministry}. Whai did you learn from your expericace 
there that you would like to see here as well’ 


{Biaacheri] American foreign policy is extremely prag- 
matic and extremely alientive to the national interest. 


J 
, 
Zz 
z 
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country has the forcign policy tools that 
society demands, but | believe an injection of attention 
to the nation’s is a good idea. 


[Correspondent] Whai do you expect of the future 
minister and the future government’ 


[Biancheri} Undouttedly a continuation in the direction 
of reform and a recovery of some of the requisite 


funding. This government has sct its sights mainly on 
European integration is going 


tr 
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highly important Securny Council, a the center of the 
United Nations, bul in a more democratic form, incor- 
porating a lot of countries that play an active role in 
imernational life and contribute to the cxistence of the 
United Nations. Last but not icast, | cannot but take up 
the cudgels on behalf of our diplomatic service: Our job 
is one of sacrifices, changes, and scif-denial in the cn- 
deavor to explain a complex country, which often even 
fails to understand itself, to other counties... 


Italy: Miglio Has ‘No Dowbt" Majority in North 
Wants Secession 


BRO7OS121996 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in ltalian 7 May % pS 


[Interview with former Itahan Northern League ideo- 
logue Gianfranco Migho by Fabio Cavalera in Milan; 
date not given: “Migho: Umberto Must Create 2 Col- 
lective De Gauile’) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Milan — “Yes, | did meet with 
Umberto Bossi at the home of a common fnend, Deputy 
Raimondo Fassa, the mayor of Varese, who was a pupil 
of mine once... | told him: “Go on, Umberto, because 
this is your moment...*~ 


{Cavalera} The moment for secession, Professor Migho” 


[Migho] The first republic must be swept away. The 
Constitution must be changed. 


[Cavalera] Are you Pow in agreement with the senator 
[Bossi] once again, after rowing with him and icaving 
him? 


[Migho] | agree with the Czechoslovak mode! Bossi has 
pul forward. 


{Cavalera} What is the path to be followed’ 


[Migho] 1 do not believe in institutional roundtables. 
What I did explain to Bossi was that it is necessary to 
create what | call a collective De Gaulle 


[Cavalera] What ts that supposed to he’ 


[Migho] A political roundtable comprising the leaders 
of the largest parties and the federalist forces. There are 
grounds for expecting that such a political roundtable 
will be set up and thal an accord to impart a new order 
to the state will emerge from it 


|Cavalera] But Bow: was talkang about a constituent 
assembly 


[Migho] An assemhMy would serve no purpose hh would 
he the same old puppet theater. Bossi agrees with me 
on that 
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[Cavalera] But does he agree about this “collective De 
Gaulle”? 


[Migho] Bossi thinks the South will reject any som of 
federalism. That is why he is skeptical, although he 
did understand in the end. | think that certain southern 
jurists, real experis, could give us a hand and | believe 
that federalism can be achieved in that way. 


[Cavalera] What sort of federalism” 


[Migho] The turce macro-regions. 


[Cavalera] You talk of a political roundtable, while 
Bossi in Mantua is talkang of secession once again. 


[Miglio] hk is still possible to draw up a federalist 
constitution. If the political roundtable fails, there will 
be secession. Ai this juncture there is a level of popular 
consensus which goes above and beyond the League. 
which goes over the League's head. Bossi has amazing 
intuition: He has realized that this is the will of the 
people in the North. it is a question of translating that 
will imo a political proposal: the polstical rountabic. 
[Cavalera] Do you truly believe that a majority in the 
North wants secession’ 


[Miglio} | have no doutt on that score. And if things 
have come to this pass, there is only one reason for 
it. Our political class consists of mediocre nerds who 


understand absolutely nothing 

(Cavalera) What if the political roundtable proposal is 
not accepted” 

[Migho] There is only one path left: a formal request 
for secession. 


[Cavalera] Some urge the carabinicri to intervene. 
Justice Minister Caianicllo said thai “we must be on 
our guard.” 

[Migho] That is about as stupid as you can get. Nobody 
is seeking a violent solution. Was it Maccanico who 
urged the carabinien to intervene’ Well, there you have 
a man who seeks to bring violence into the political 
debate 


{Cavalera} Umberto Bossi proposed a Padania [Po 
valiey} liberation commitice (CLP). Will you head this 
CLP” 


[Mighio} | seek no posts of o political nature. | am an 
adviser. The CLP must become a useful meeting place 


for all the federalist forces. 
(Cavalera) So you are once more one of Bossi's allies” 


[Migho} First. a political roundtable, a “collective De 
Gaulle.” If that fails, we must make a formal request 
for secession. On that. Bossi and | are allies. 
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Italy: Pivetti Backs Bowd on Separation, Offers To 
‘Mediate’ 

BRO70S132096 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 

in htalian 7 May 9 pS 


[interview with Italian Lower House Speaker irene 
Pivetti by Fabio Cavalera in Milan; date not given: 
“lene: | Am Willing To Mediate For North's Indepen- 
dence”) 

[FBIS Translated Text} Milan — Challenged in Trieste, 
applauded in Milan. (Journalist) ladro Montancil told a 
mecting of the LA STAMPA club: “I hope she remains 
speaker of the lower house.” At the launch of her 
book — dedicated to her grandfather, Aldo Gabricii, 
hagutst and Mondadon’s pubicavons manager — this 
is how Irene Pivetu. dismissed the incident carlier tha 
morning: “A lack of restraint on the part of some angry 
individuals.” 


(Cavalera] Madam Speaker, following Umberto Bossi 's 
remarks about secession, the minister of justice argued 
that “we must be vigilant.” That was a warning. 


[Pivetti] He would be doing us a favor if he were to 
explain what he means. The time has come to put an 
end to summary trials. What kind of revoh did Bossi's 
remarks cause’ The ume has come to discuss the new 
constitution without fear. | am reminded of a fairy tale 
that my sister and | would often hear as children — the 
one about Grug the bear. Grug the bear had some cubs 
that asked him to go to the seaside. He replied: “1 have 
never been to the scaside, so the sea docs not exist” 
Weill, they are behaving in the same way. 


[Cavaicra] In Mantua you wgued the need for an 
institutional forum to discuss state reforms. 


[Pivetti} Let me make ut clear that | do not mean a 
thcameral Commussion, of which we have grown ured. 
of a mecting of party secretaries. 


[Cavalera] A constituent assembly? 

[Prive] Perhaps. But it 1s also possible to envisage other 
things 

(Cavalera) You must have a clear idea 


[Pivem| | am not referring to specific posts, to speaker- 
ships of anything of that kind. It is a matter of ientify- 
ing a susiable forum for properly and thoroughly dealing 
with the issue of federalism and the radependence of the 
North 


[Cavalera] Are you offering to play a mediating role’ 


[Prvetti| For the past two years | have heen speaker 
of the lower house. | tink that | have acquired some 
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imsutubonal cxpencace | am offering my imsiitubonal 
expeneace A mediator is someone who has a clea sdca 
of what ts under discussion. and whal is not 


(Cavalera) Will the president have a role to play in this 
mediation. in building what you call the institutional 
forum” 


[Prvem) | umagine that he will 

[Cavalera] Do you agree with Bossi’s proposal’ 
[Piveni] Bossi spoke reasonably in Mantua. and be 
expressed his own opimon, as he was al pains to make 
Clear. 

(Cavalera) Bossi talked in terms of the country’s divi- 
00 


[Pivetti] He claims the right to discuss new constitu- 


tonal arrangements. A period of analysis has begun. 
And let us stop associating secession with disorder and 
chaos. 


(Cavalera) Bossi has sparked a storm of reactions. Even 
L’OSSERVATORE ROMAND... 


ITALY 3S 


[Pivews}) hk should be pomied om tha 
LOSSERVATORE ROMANO is sot the Vaii- 
can’s mouthmrece, but Mano Agnes’ mouthpiece. 


[Cavalera] Walter Velroni said that “secession” is a 
inghtcmag word. He added that the League cannot 
speak on behalf of the Po Valicy. 


[Pivetti| Veltromi is an ostrich. hiding his head in the 
sand 


|Cavalcra) But Romance Prod: did explain that he wants 
a strong kind of federalism. 


[Pivets| How much creditility does Prodi command as 
a federalist” 


[Cavalera] Does the whole of the League identify with 
Bossi's stance’ 


[Pivetti] There will be a congress, at which we will 
ponder matters and reach a pout of equilibrium. Boss: 
and | have the same objective 
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Denmark that the WEU will only tackle “soft security policy,” 
De 7 oe * ee 


BROGOS1S0196 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 3 May 9% p4 


[Report by Frans Ronnov: “Helveg: Openness About 
EU Legislation Will Be Enshrined in the Treaty”) 
(FBIS Translated Text} The Danish Government ex- 
pects concrete results in at least two areas concerning 
openness in connection with the EU's Intergovernmen- 
tal Conference that has just started. 

This was Foreign Minister Nicls Helveg Petersen's 
judgment at a mecting of the Council for European 
Policy in Copenhagen on Thursday [2 May]. The 
council is a forum for debate and consultation on overall 
EU policy problems. 

In response to a direct question about the areas in which 
the Danish Government is hoping for concrete results 
on openness, the foreign minister said that he expects 
far-teaching openness in the legislative phase itself on 
issues where the EU countries will legislate in the future 
— perhaps after a first phase behind closed doors. 


"I think we could get that one through,” he said. 


“But also when it comes to people's access to docu- 
nents, | believe that this could be included in the treaty,” 
Niels Helveg Petersen said. Here too the foreign mints- 
ter expects that “fence posts can be moved.” 


Drude Dahierup, spokesperson for the EU opponents 
in the June Movement, accepted the foreign minister's 
Al the meeting Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen 
(Social Democratic Party) also said that the economic 
convergence criteria for EU economic and monctary 
union do not work against efforts to increase employ- 
ment within the EU. The two things could very well be 
combined, the prime minister said. 


Deamark: Defense Minister Hackkerup on WEU 
Membership 
BRO905 115296 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
& May 9% p? 


{Interview with Danish Foreign Minister Hans 
Hackkerup by Rune Bech in Birmingham, date not 
given: “A Hot Potato”) 

{FBIS Translated Text) The Danish Government will 
consider changing Denmark's chserver status in the 
Western European Union (WEU) to full membership if 
it is clear after the EU's Intergovernmental Conference 


[Bech] What is the argument against full Danish WEU 

now that it seems thal the organization 
will end up as a humanitarian emergency force in crisis 
Situations and not as a European army? 


{[Hackkerup] There would have to be a new referendum 
to change our WEU status. But if the WEU develops 
in such a way thal it concentrates on soft security 
policy, it could very well happen that we would consider 
changing our position. Let us first wait for the outcome 
of the EU's Intergovernmental Conference. Bul with 
France moving closer to the NATO structures the WEU 
is no longer as Controversial. 


[Bech] Does not Bosnia prove that NATO is best at 
tackling crisis management? 

[Haeckkerup] Yes. | still believe that NATO will be the 
most important security organization in Europe and that 
it will carry out by far the greatest part of the major 
crisis-related tasks. And if the Americ--- will make 
equipment available to the WEU in such cicrcumstances 
anyway — which is the idca — it would be natural if 
they also chose to participate in the operations. But one 
could argue that we should change our position vis-a- 
vis the WEU if the WEU starts carrying out operations 
in minor crises. Then we might have an interest in 
participating. 

[Bech] Sweden and Finland suggest that it should be 
possible to instruct the WEU to carry out tasks for the 
EU in European crisis situations and that the observers’ 
status should be upgraded to full membership in such 
situations. Does not this overtake Denmark? 


{Hackkerup}] Yes, and the United Kingdom in particular. 
But we have not reached a decision on this yet. 


Norway 


Norway: Foreign Minister Godal Views CoE Role 


BRO708 145896 Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET 
in Norwegian 3 May 9 p2 


[Article by Norwegian Foreign Minister Bjorn Tore 
Godal: “Democratic Safety Net: Larger Council of 
Europe, CoE, With More Challenges” | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Today the foreign ministers of 
the Council of Europe Ministerial Commitee gather 
in Swasbourg for their first meeting since Russia was 
admitted as a member on 28 February of this year. 


Political interest in the work of the European Council 
has grown, particularly as result of Russian membership 
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therefore a central question on the Ministerial Commut- 
tee’s agenda. 


principles of the rule of law. On the basis of the 1950 
Convention on Human Rights the Human 
Commission and the European Court of Human 
i have seen to it thai efforts in this field have 
of direct signficance for the everyday life of 
citizens. The foundation for this work was 
reinforced when the framework convention on 
protection of national minoritics Came into force last 


un 


1 


af 


Even though cach individual country has an indepen- 
dent responsibility to follow up on democratic reforms 
with legislation and initiatives in the social and labor 
fields, the Council of Europe is intended to be a safety 
net for democracy by ensuring that common European 
standards are complied with. In order to do this as well 
aS possibic, efforts are now needed in four main arcas: 
monitoring imstruments, practical assistance, coordina- 
tion with other organizations. and securing the neces- 
sary resources. 


One of Norway's primary objectives has been to ensure 
that there are effective monitoring instruments, so thal 
the Council of Europe actually helps to promote its 
standards in new member countries and ensure 
all member countries meet their obligations. As 
ago as the Council of Europe summit in Vienna 


just begun to functica. 


new member countries. In recent years the Council has 
carned out a series of projects to help build democracy 
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and reform the legal sysiem in Central and Eastern 


Europe. partly in cooperation with the EU and the OSCE 
(Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe). 
in line with the Dayton agreement the Council of Europe 
will take part in the legal showdown of the war and the 
construction of the legal system in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 
Norway will continue its strong effort to ensure that both 
monitorag and the work to build up democracy and the 
rule of law will be focused and effective. 


Third, there is an obvious need for better coordination 
among the Council of Europe, the EU, and the OSCE. 
This does not mean that the Council of Europe will give 
up its independent position among European organiza- 
tions. As a result of the EU's increasingly prominent 
role in European politics, the Council of Europe consid- 
cred it necessary to appoint a working group in January 
to assess how contacts with the EU can be strengthened. 
The group is under Norwegian leadership. On Norway's 
initiative a conference of experts from the OSCE and 
the Council of Europe will be held in the fall to discuss 
closer coordination with regard to monitonng and im- 
plementing member countnes’ obligations. 


With the major expansion of the circle of members 
we Cannot get around the necessity of taking 4 closer 
look at the Council of Europe's use of resources. The 
Council has assumed obligations on behalf of many new 
citizens and nceds sufficient resources to prevent these 
obligauons being undermined. Norway is one of the 
many member countries which advocate real growth in 
the total budget. We believe thai core objectives relating 
to democracy, the rule of law, and human rights must 
take first priority. It 1s particularly important to ensure 
that the European Court of Human Rights is provided 
with the resources necessary to ensure that it can meet 
the steady increase in complaints from individuals. 


Despite these clear priorities broad cooperation in the 
Council of Europe must be maintained as far as possible. 
The Council has made significant contributions to 
cultural and soctal policy Cooperation in Europe, among 
other things in the fight against drug abuse. Cooperation 
on education, youth, environmental protection, local 
self-government, labor and immigration matters, the 
prevention of cruclty to animals, and legal matiers is 
also useful and concrete and should be continued. And 
it is particularly within the framework of the Council 
of Europe that important efforts to counter racism and 


xcnophoma are being made. 


An important challenge in European politics in the vears 
to come will be dismantling the barmers in Europe 


The Council of Europe is well-qualified for the work 
of creating a more secure and better Europe. which wil! 
live up to its most hasic social ideals. We noed an active 
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BRO905074496 Stocthoim SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 7 May 9% p i4 


{Report by Marianne Bjorklund: “EMU Is Undemo- 
cratic”) 


Jorgen Hermansson lists three alternatives for Swedish 
monetary policy: 
The National Bank as it works today, a politically more 


According to Hermansson, the only one of these alter- 
natives that cannot be seen as democratic is EMU. 


The countries that participate in EMU have joint mone- 
tary and exchange rate policies controlled by the Euro- 
pean Central Bank. the ECB. The ECB is governed by 
a council of directors whose members are appointed by 
the heads of state of the member countries and who sit 
on the council for eight years. 


According to Hermansson, it must be possible to 
demand responsibility from the decisionmakers in a 
democracy. Political control of EMU is almost nonex- 
istent, Hermansson thinks. 


And the problem is aggravated by the fact that the EU 
Goes not operate in a democratically satisfactory way 
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cither, he claims. If monetary policy is handed over to 
a supranational body like EMU. the people will lose 
some sovereignty, Hermansson claims. 


This is the biggest problem in his view. 
Could Have Good Effects 


But also nondemocratic institutions can have positive 
effects on democracy. 


Should the economists agree that EMU will lead to good 
results, the union could still be justified. 


“We can live with undemocratic arrangements if other 
people, in this case economists, say that they lead to 
good results. But this is not the case with EMU,” Jorgen 
Hermansson said. 


“The problem with EMU from a political viewpoint is 
that the economists Cannot give any positive answers 
regarding the economic consequences of EMU,” Her- 
mansson said. 


Uncertain Consequences 


According to Jorgen Hermansson, the debate about 
EMU among cconomists is evidence of a risky under- 
taking with uncertain consequences. At the same time 
EMU does not have any democratic legitimacy to fall 
back on. 


According to Hermansson, the architects of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty have created an armchair product that can- 
not be recommended on cither democratic or rational 
grounds. 


A compilation of the reports which will constitute the 
basis for the study of EMU is expected this fail. 


Chief analyst of the EMU enquiry is Professor Lars 
Calmfors who has commissioned a number of reports 
which will shed light upon EMU from different angles. 
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Greece: Pangalos Warns of Major Crisis Within EU 
NC0905072696 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
0430 GMT 9 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Greek Foreign Minister Theod- 
horos Pangalos said Germany and France are against 
Cyprus participating in the EU Association Council. He 
warned that if there is an attempt to relate the issue to 
Turkey's (EU) financing. there will be a major crisis 
within the EU. He also warned that if such an attempt 
occurs, then Malta will not participate in the EU As- 
sociation Council either, and Greece will systematically 
obstruct all + EU's foreign relations without excep- 
tion. 


Pangalos said that Greece, through its ambassadors. 
takes the proper steps with all countries. The Cyprus- 
EU and Malta-EU Association Councils are scheduled 
to meet on Monday, 13 May. 


Pangalos said the German and French positions were 
expressed by their permanent representatives in Brus- 
sels. He added that the two countries with this position 
are secking unacceptable blackmail in order to force 
Greece to consent to Turkey's financing. The foreign 
minister said: Something like this is unthinkable for as 
long as Turkey threatens and blackmails Greece. He 


Greece's rights be accepted because. as he character- 
istically said, Europe does not belong only to certain 


people but to everyone. 


GREECE » 


Italian Deputy Foreign Minister Luigi Vitorio Ferrari, 
who visited Athens yesterday, expressed a view differ- 
ent from the German and French positions, saying that 
the Italian presidency has never related the two issues. 


Greece: Kliridhis, Simitis Comment on Meeting 


NCO0905114896 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 9 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The meeting between Cypriot 
President Glavkos Kliridhis and Prime Minister Kon- 
standinos Simitis concluded approximately a half hour 
ago. In statements made a short time ago, Simitis and 
Kliridhis said they made an identical assessment of the 
situation and had common views on further moves. Pres- 
ident Kliridhis said thal in a private meeting with the 
prime minister, they discussed issues concerning the 
joint defense doctrine. Simitis said he was satisfied with 
the progress of the doctrine’s implementation. 


Simitis bnefed Kliridhis on his talks in the United States 
and on mectings in various European capitals to discuss 
Cyprus. They also exchanged views in light of President 
Kliridhis’ upcoming meeting with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton at the White House. Kliridhis briefed the prime 
minister on his recent meetings with U.S., British, and 
European officials and exchanged views on coordinating 


the two governments’ actions further. 


Asked what encouraging clement for Cyprus he drew 
from his mecting with President Clinton, Simitis said 
the U.S. President reiterated that he considers 1996 a 
year for Cyprus and that Washington will undertake an 
initiative to resolve the issue. 
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[Begin Gonensay recording] | stressed that Europe can- 


mension into 
Europe because in such situations Europe will inevitably 
be drawn into these crises. To this end, | stressed that 


, | expanded 

memberships. Naturally, | also reiterated 
Turkey's full membership status is essential if this 

security is to be complete. [end recording) 

In his news conference, Sungurlu noted that full mem- 

bership in the WEU is necessary for all European NATO 

members. 


[Begin Sunguriu recording] We declared that since 
practically no member expects the WEU to engage in 
activities independently, any NATO member couniry 
will want to have full say in the WEU before allocating 
its forces for these . This is our al view. 
We also our views with regard to other issucs. 


lend ] 
Turkey: Gonensay Comments on Contacts at WEU 


i 


TAO90S082796 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0700 GMT 9 May 9 


([FBIS Translated Text} Forcign Minister Emre Gonen- 
say, who attended the Western Union [WEU] 
Council of Ministers meeting in Birm has re- 
turned to Turkey. 

in his statement at Istanbui's Ataturk Airport, Gonensay 
said that he observed that realistic were 
adopted in the WEU in the wake of the expericnce 
gained in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

[Begin Gonensay ing) | expressed at the mecting 
that we welcome the WEU's acquiring an operational 
structure and the importance of 
establishing a yount force that will eventually make use 
of NATO resources. fend recording} 
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Gonensay further stated that views with regard to 
Turkey, as a NATO country, full membershup 
sates in Gio easions epeations launched by Go WED 
were received favorably. Gonensay recounted that Rus- 
sia’s and Ukr une’s assumung thew places in the Euro- 
pean security -tructure and the expansion of the WEU 
were among the issues discussed al the mectings. 


Gonensay said that he had a chance to hold bilateral 
meeungs with the foreign ministers of the Netheriands, 
Norway, Ireland, and Bulgaria. 


Turkey: State Minister Comments on Contacts in 
Germany 


TAOQOSO6S696 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT & May 9 


(FBIS Translated Text} State Minister Imren Aykut 
has said that the determination expressed by German 
officials regarding efforts to protect the lives and 
property of Turkish citizens living in Germany should 

translated into action. Aykut returned to y after 
concluding her contacts in Germany. 


In a statement at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport, Aykut 
said that the protection of the lives and property of 
Turkish citizens in Germany was the most important 
issuc discussed during her mectings. Aykut said that 
she asked German officials to show more sensitivity 
to the terrorist actions occurring in Germany and to 
take more reliable and effective measures against them. 
Aykut continued: 


[Begin Aykut recording] The meeting | held with Ger- 
man Foreign Ministry officials was quite satisfactory. 
They issued statements to the effect that they will show 
more determination regarding the extradition of those 
staging iliegal demonstrations and that they will under- 
take more effective measures regarding security. These 
statements gave us great pleasure. We would, however, 
like to see this determination translated into action. Only 
then will we be really pleased. [end recording) 


Explaining that the children of the Turkish citizens in 
Germany are faced with a serious lack of education, 
Aykut noted that these children may be dragged into 
dangerous activities such as drug smuggling and ter- 
rorist actions. Aykut called on the Turkish families in 
Germany to undertake jownt work on this issue. 


Turkey: Viimaz Discuwes Reforms, Ciller Inquiry 
TAOSOS 174896 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1433 GMT & May % 


[FBIS Transiated Excerpt] Ankara, (A.A) — Mesut Yil- 
maz, ANAP [Motherland Party] leader and prime min- 
ister. has said that nobody has a nght to expect muiracies 
under the present cconomic conditions Explaining that 
they will consider reducing the rate of inflation 10 90-60 
percent an accomplishment, he added: “There is a need 
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economy to a minimum, Yilmaz 
In our opinion, the state should not be involved 
production, should make the infrastructure invest- 
ee ee ee, 


! 
| 


+ E 


an unhealthy economy, which previously 
INCOTTECt | men- 
Yilmaz recounted that the SSK [Social Sec arity 

] deficit reached 250 trillion Turkish lira 
in tax reforms, aad that 


implementations launched by ANAP were post- 
have had to acti- 
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two different things. Following the establishment of the 
government, | could have made the same declarations 
as [True Path Party, DYP. leader) Mrs. Ciller, who 
together with Mr. Karayaicin announced that ‘al! public 
spy yd ope by the end of the year 
The of this kind of declaration, however, would 
have been the same as the April measures announced 
by Mrs. Ciller: None of them would have been realized 
and we would have looked for excuses for our failures 
We would have either blamed our partner or looked for 
other excuses. We, however, did not take this path 
No Legislative Work Has Been Done 

Explaining that during the previous government no leg- 
islative work was done on any issue and that everything 


TURKEY 41 
remained just words, Yilmaz noted thal no preparatory 
work was done on the privatization of x banks and 
that the issue of privatizing the T [ one! in the PTT 


[Posi, Telephone, and Telegraph Administration) was 
rejected twice by the Constitutional Court. Remarking 
that no efforts were made to nid the central government 
of its cumbersome structure, Yilmaz added: Making var- 
ious promises without first concluding the iegal work 
would have undermuned the trust placed in our govern- 
ment.” 


“We hope that an important part of these reforms will be 
approved by the assembly unless no new di 

with our partner emerge. We hope that these reforms, 
which have not been realized by previous governments, 
will be i if they are not made an issue for 
politcal bargaining.” 


Explaining that the temporary budget deficit reached 
TL45S0 tnilion, Yilmaz added that there is no way to 
greatly economize in the coming cight months. Noung 
thal power cuts would be implemented next year despite 
all the measures and that ing energy may also 
be an alternative, Yilmaz there were no 
investments in energy in 1995S. [passage omitted] 


Yilmaz further stated thai the Assembly should be freed 
from allegations of corrupuon and irregularities and that 
“Operation Clean Hands should begin.” 


Noting that allegations in connection with Ciller “fer- 
mented” in the public, Yilmaz added that these claims 
should be investigated. 


Explaining that submitting or approving an inquiry 
motion against Ciller is not the same as her being sent to 
the High Tribunal, Yilmaz added that ies will vote 
on whether or not these claims should be investigated 
in the Assembly tomorrow. [passage indisunct] 


In the event that the Assembly reaches the decision thal 
the former prime minister — against whom an : 

has been launched — is guilty and sends her to the Hi 
Tribunal, she cannot assume the post of prime minister. 
1 would have resigned immediately had this parliament 
taken such action against me. [passage omitted) 


Ciller’s Behavior 


Yilmaz stated that Ciller adopted a wrong attitude from 
the ume the inquiry motion was submutied and added: 
For someone who has an i movion submitted 
against her, she did everything should not have 
done. A motion submitted only for political reasons 
undermines the one submitting the motion. | would 
have supported the motion if I trusted myself and | was 
sure that the contents of the motion were inrcievant. | 
am not criticizing any of my colleagues, regardless of 
how they voted. | am, however, criucizing Mrs. Ciller. 
She intially said that the DYP was willing to form a 
coalition with the Welfare Party in order to prevent an 
investigaiion trom heing launched and later said that 
they will open an inquiry on me so that my colleagues 
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Bot vote against her. Her behavior adversely affected 
my colleagues. This is not the behavior of someone who 
trusts herself.” 


These circles have contacted ies close to 
their mission within ANAP and the DYP and conveyed 
their future political plans. They have said no onc 


should insist on the continuation of the current minority 


“However, the mistrust among the execu- 
tives of the two parties, the fact that they could not over- 
come the anger and enmity they fee! for cach other, and 
the nt werk in hr of the two parties 
Cann in have all contributed to the fail- 


is now talking more about the failures of the 
than its success. Whereas this would mean the 
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insist on the continuation of the government. 


Ryd een Ane dy by AY BW 
it can but no extra effort should be made to allow 
it to survive. Once the government collapses neither 
ANAP nor the DYP should form a coalivon with the 
RP because the RP is much better ed and much 
better disciplined than the DYP and ANAP. It (the RP) 
will inevitably crode the power of its coalition partner. 


“If a new government is not formed in 45 days then, 
according to the Constitution, the president can decide 
to hold new elections. So if the president decides to hold 
new clections, according to law the polls will have to be 
held 90 days after the decision is announced. However 
this may mean the RP will have an advantage. 


“So the should not announce early elections 
but should name a prime minister from within Parlia- 
ment who will be by the other parves repre- 
sented in the house. prime minister should draw 
his strength from all the and if necessary name 
ministers from all the political groups. Such a govern- 
ment should stay in power for at least two years...” 


These circles say thai, according to ther evaluation, 
out of the $50 ‘es in Parliament 376 have been 
newly clected and are concerned that may not be 
clected again in the eveni of carly polls. So, exchuding 
the RP deputies, all the other deputies may vote for such 
a goverament, they conclude. 
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